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STATE OF NEW YORK

10779

| N ASSEMBLY

July 10, 2020

I ntroduced by COMWM TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Barnwell) --
read once and referred to the Commttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to establish a commission to be known as the "New York seawal
study conmi ssion"; and providing for the repeal of such provisions
upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. New York seawal |l study conm ssion. 1. There is hereby
established, wthin the departnment of environnental conservation, a
seawal | study conmmission ("conm ssion") which shall consist of 16

menbers who shall be appointed as foll ows:

(a) the comm ssioner of environmental conservation or his or her
desi gnee;

(b) the secretary of state or his or her designee;

(c) three nenmbers appointed by the governor, at Ileast one of whom
shal | have expertise in environnental justice issues;

(d) two nenbers to be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senat e;

(e) two nmenbers to be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;

(f) one menber to be appointed by the nminority | eader of the senate;

(g) one nmenber to be appointed by the mnority | eader of the assenbly;

(h) two nenbers to be appointed by the mayor of the city of New York;

(i) one nenber to be appointed by the county executive of the county
of Nassau;

(j) one nenber to be appointed by the county executive of the county
of Suffolk; and

(k) one nmenber to be appointed by the county executive of the county
of Westchester.

2. The at large nenbers should include individuals with expertise in
one or nore of the following areas: clinmatology; hydrology; environ-
mental ; aquaculture; flood risk managenment; environmental justice;
ecol ogi cal restoration and nanagenent; oceanography or coastal ocean
sci ence; and engi neeri ng.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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3. Commi ssion nenbers shall receive no conpensation for their services
but shall be reinbursed for actual and necessary expenses incurred in
the performance of their duties.

4. The chairperson of the comr ssion shall be the conmi ssioner of
environnmental conservation or his or her designee. The conmi ssion shal
meet no less than four tinmes and at other tines at the call of the
chai r per son.

5. Any vacancies on the conmssion shall be filled in the manner
provided for in the initial appointment.
6. The conmission shall be authorized to hold public hearings and

meetings to enable it to acconplish its duties.

7. The commission nmay consult wth any organization, educationa
institution, other government entity or agency or person including, but
not limted to, the arny corps of engineers, in the developnent of its
report required by subdivision 10 of this section.

8. The departnent of environnental conservation shall provide the
conm ssion with such facilities, assistance and data as will enable the
commission to carry out its powers and duties. Additionally, all other
agenci es of the state or subdivisions thereof may, at the request of the
chairperson, provide the conmission with such facilities, assistance,

and data as wll enable the conmission to carry out its powers and
duti es.

9. The purpose of the New York seawal | study conmission shall be to
identify the feasibility, costs, inpacts, and best |ocations for

construction of a seawall to protect the city of New York fromsea | evel
rise and stormsurge along the entire coastline

10. No later than Decenber 31, 2023, the conmission shall transmt to
the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of
the assenbly a report containing the foll ow ng:

(a) coastal areas at greatest risk from sea level rise based on
projections established pursuant to section 3-0319 of the environnental
conservation | aw,

(b) areas at risk fromstorm surge based on current sea |levels;

(c) areas that are nore likely to be at risk from coastal hazards
i ncluding rising groundwater |evels, saltwater intrusion, coastal flood-
ing, and extrene weather events including coastal stornms, with such
proj ecti ons extendi ng through year 2100;

(d) the locations for construction of a seawall and any comunities
likely to be at risk fromsuch construction;

(e) the feasibility, costs and |ocations of natural and nature-based
solutions and onshore neasures to protect New York city from sea |eve
rise and storm surge;

(f) the costs, including fiscal inpacts, inpacts on vul nerabl e popu-
| ati ons and natural resources, of such construction of a seawall; and

(g) recomendations on state and local regulatory and/or statutory
al terations.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed January 1, 2024.



