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STATE OF NEW YORK

10455

| N ASSEMBLY

May 18, 2020

Introduced by COVM TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Thiele) --
read once and referred to the Conmittee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to establishing the
New York state health care professionals COVID 19 heroes | oan forgive-
ness program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public health law is amended by adding a new section
903-a to read as foll ows:

8 903-a. New York state health care professionals COVID 19 heroes |oan
forgiveness program 1. Purpose. The commissioner., in collaboration with
the conm ssioner of education. and the president of the higher education
services corporation, is authorized and directed to establish a New York
state health care professionals COVID-19 heroes |oan forgiveness
program

2. Eligibility. To be eligible for an award pursuant to this section
applicants shall

(a) be a physician or a professional or practical nurse, nurse practi-
tioner, or clinical nurse specialist, physician assistant or speciali st
assistant in New York state in accordance wth sections sixty-five
hundred twenty-four, sixty-nine hundred five, sixty-nine hundred six,
sixty-nine hundred ten and sixty-nine hundred eleven, and sixty-five
hundred forty-one and sixty-five hundred forty-eight of the education
|l aw, and

(b) have served in such capacity in direct response to the COVID 19
public health energency., pursuant to Executive Order 202, issued by the
governor on March seventh, two thousand twenty.

3. Awards. The conmi ssioner shall grant awards pursuant to the anpunt
appropriated for such purpose and based on availability of funds in an
anount _up to one hundred thousand dollars to individuals who neet the
eligibility requirenents of subdivision tw of this section, provided
that loan repaynent awards shall not exceed the total qualifying
outstanding debt fromstudent |oans to cover tuition and other rel ated
educational expenses, nade by or guaranteed by the federal or state
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governnent, or mnade by a |lending or educational institution approved
under title IV of the federal higher education act. loan repaynent
awards shall be used solely to repay such outstanding debt.

4. Rules and regulations. The conmissioner is authorized to pronulgate
rules and regulations and may pronul gate energency regul ati ons necessary
for the inplenentation of the provisions of this section.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




