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STATE OF NEW YORK

10207

| N ASSEMBLY

March 24, 2020

Introduced by M of A LENTOL, O DONNELL, BENEDETTO, BRAUNSTEI N
DenDEKKER, DI NOW TZ, EPSTEI N, LUPARDO, ORTIZ, OTlS, PAULIN, L. ROSEN
THAL, ZEBROWSKI, GALEF, SCH MM NGER, LIFTON -- read once and referred
to the Conmttee on Election Law

AN ACT establishing that all voting for the April 2020 presidential
primary be conducted by absentee ball ot

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. A crisis exists due to the
out break of the novel coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) which will
negatively inpact and inpair the efficient operation of early voting and
el ection day voting for the presidential primary schedul ed for April 28,
2020. Experts and officials have indicated that the COVID 19 outbreak is
likely to get worse over the next nonth and may peak in 45 days at the
same time the April 2020 presidential primary is scheduled to be
conduct ed. In response to this crisis and the w despread transm ssion
of the COVID-19 virus, Governor Cuonb has declared a state disaster
energency in New York, the United States Centers for Disease Control has
declared a public health enmergency, and President Trunp has declared a
nati onal energency.

The COVID-19 virus is spread mainly from person-to-person and the
single nost effective way to prevent and slow the further transm ssion
of the virus is to avoid close contact and stay at least 6 feet away
from other persons. New York, New Jersey and Connecticut have coll ec-
tively banned gatherings of nore than 50 people and cl osed bars, restau-
rants and novi e theaters. Conducting in-person voting for the April 2020
presidential primary during the height of the COVID 19 outbreak would
threaten the health and safety of all New Yorkers. Instead of postponing
presidential primaries, the Chairman of the Denocratic National Conmit-
tee has urged states to adopt vote-by-nmail provisions.

Therefore, the legislature finds that pursuant to section twenty-five
of article three of the New York state Constitution, the outbreak of the
COVID 19 virus constitutes a disaster and notwi thstandi ng any inconsist-
ent provisions of section tw of article two of the New York state
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Constitution, legislation to provide that all voters vote by absentee
ballot for the April 2020 presidential primary is necessary to insure
the continuity of governnental operations.

8§ 2. Notwithstanding any other inconsistent provision of |aw al
voting for the April 2020 presidential primary shall be conducted by
absentee ballot in a manner consistent with the applicabl e provisions of
the election | aw. Provided, however, that no application for such absen-
tee ballot shall be necessary and each |ocal board of elections shal
provi de such ballot, at least 15 days prior to April 28, 2020, to al
enrolled voters eligible to vote in the April 2020 presidential primary
in the sane manner as ot herw se provided for in section 8-400 of the
election law Provided further, however, that absentee ballots received
by the board of elections prior to April 28, 2020, shall be cast and
canvassed as soon as practicable after receipt in a nmanner consistent
with the provisions of section 9-209 of the election |aw No election
results shall be released to the public prior to 9:00 PMon April 28,
2020.

8 3. The state board of elections is authorized to pronulgate rules
and regulations necessary for the inplenentation of the provisions of
this act.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.



