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STATE OF NEW YORK

9053

| N SENATE

June 15, 2018

Introduced by Sen. SERINO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to authorize the state soil and water conservation conmittee to
establish a Colunbia/Dutchess carbon farmng pilot project to study
t he carbon sequestration potential of a range of farming practices in
Col unbia and Dutchess counties; and providing for the repeal of such
provi si ons upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The state soil and water conservation comittee, in consul-
tation with the departnment of environnmental conservation and the depart-
ment of agriculture and markets, shall establish a Col unbi a/ Dut chess
carbon farmng pilot project to study the carbon sequestration potenti al
of a range of farming practices. The goal of such project shall be to
devel op best practices recomendati ons to nmaxim ze the carbon sequestra-
tion of farming activities. The project shall, at a mininum include any
soil health practices already pronoted by the state, as well as those
determ ned by the soil and water conservation districts, the departnent
of environmental conservation, and the departnent of agriculture and
markets to be practicable and easily replicated.

8§ 2. The carbon farm ng pil ot project established pursuant to section

one of this act shall be jointly admnistered by the soil and water
conservation districts in both Colunbia and Dutchess counties and shal
be limted to five farnms jointly selected pursuant to an open applica-

tion process. Farns applying to participate in such pilot project nust
be engaged in the operation of a commercial farmor orchard. At |east
one participating farm shall utilize the practice of spreading of
conposted manure followed by planting of cover crops over the conposted
manur e.

§ 3. The soil and water conservation districts of Colunmbia and Dutch-
ess counties shall conduct baseline soil testing for carbon content at

the begi nning of the carbon farming pilot project and shall further
conduct soil testing for carbon content and water hol ding capacity at
intervals of six nonths for the duration of such pilot project. Far m
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costs eligible for reinbursenent shall, at a m ninum include composted
manure and cover crop seed. Best efforts shall be made to purchase
conmposted manure froma single vendor or source for the duration of such
pil ot project.

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed two years after such effective date.



