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January 5, 2017

Introduced by Sen. CROCI -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Local Government

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to service award
pr ogr ans

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 8 of section 219-d of the
general nunicipal |aw, as anended by chapter 514 of the laws of 1998, is
anended to read as foll ows:

(b) The entitlement age, the nunber of years of anbul ance service
required to obtain a nonforfeitable right to a service award, and the
activities for which points shall be granted toward a year of anbul ance
service may be changed by resolution adopted by the affirmative vote of
at least sixty percent of the governing board of the sponsor w thout
referendum__provided, that, consistent with the provisions of subdivi-
sion three of section tw hundred nineteen-mof this chapter, if the
effect of the anendnent is to increase the nunber of points granted for
the performance of the activity, decrease the anpbunt of an activity
required to earn the points granted for the performance of the activity,
or both, such anendnent shall be subject to a nmandatory referendum Any
anendnent to a service award programshall only take effect as of the
first of January next succeeding conpletion of the proceedings required
for adoption of the amendnment and shall only apply prospectively.

8§ 2. Subdivision 3 of section 219-k of the general nunicipal |aw, as
added by chapter 558 of the laws of 1998, is amended to read as foll ows:

3. [‘Eptitlepent age' means—agesixdy-five and except inthe case—of

for—and—begin—receiHng—a—servce—award—] "Entitlenent age" neans the
age designated by the sponsor at which a program participant is entitled
to begin receiving an unreduced service award. In no event shall the

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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entitlenment age under a programbe earlier than age fifty-five nor later
than the age at which the participant can receive an unreduced benefit
under Title Il of the Social Security Act (Public Law 74-271 U.S.C.__ 306
et seq.). No service award program nmay provide for the paynent of bene-
fits (except in the case of death or disability) before age fifty-five.

8§ 3. Paragraph (h) of subdivision 5 of section 219-1 of +the genera
muni ci pal law, as added by chapter 558 of the |laws of 1998, is anended
and a new paragraph (i) is added to read as foll ows:

(h) the date on which the proposition authorizing the adoption of the
program shall be submitted to referenduni-];. and

(i) entitlenent age- the age at which volunteers are eligible to begin
receiving service awards.

8 4. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 9 of section 219-1 of the genera
muni ci pal |law, as added by chapter 558 of the |aws of 1998, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(b) The activities for which points shall be granted toward a year of
anbul ance service may be changed by resol ution adopted by the affirnma-
tive vote of at |east sixty percent of the governing board of the spon-
sor without referendum_ provided, that. consistent with the provisions
of subdivision three of section tw hundred nineteen-mof this article,
if the effect of the anendnent is to increase the nunber of points
granted for the performance of the activity, decrease the anpunt of an
activity required to earn the points granted for the perfornance of the
activity, or both, such anendnent shall be subject to a nandatory refer-
endum Any amendnent to a service award program shall only take effect
as of the first of January next succeeding conpletion of the proceedings
required for adoption of the amendnent and shall only apply prospective-
Ly

8 5. This act shall take effect on the first of January next succeed-
ing the date on which it shall have beconme a | aw, provided, however,
that effective imediately, the addition, amendnent and/or repeal of any
rule or regul ation necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its
effective date are authorized and directed to be nmade and conpl eted by
the state conptroller on or before such date.



