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STATE OF NEW YORK

8912

| N SENATE

June 4, 2018

Introduced by Sen. MAYER -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to recounts of election
vot es

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 9-208 of the election law is amended by adding a
new subdi vision 1-a to read as foll ows:

1l-a. Subsequent to the recanvass provided for by subdivision one of
this section, and prior to the certification of the final vote count of
any general ., special or primary election, an additional recanvass of al
votes cast in the election shall be conducted by the board of elections
or bipartisan conm ttee under any of the follow ng circunstances:

(a) The difference in ballots cast for the candidates for any position
is ten or less votes or one-half of one percent of the ballots cast for
such position, whichever shall be greater. The board of elections or
bi partisan comrittee shall count all ballots cast for the race in ques-
tion by hand, including those ballots scanned by a ballot scanner. The
cost of the recanvass shall be paid by the jurisdiction conducting the
recanvass.

(b) A losing candidate requests a recanvass of the votes cast for the
position he or she ran for.

(i) The requesting candidate may provide the county board of elections
or bipartisan conmittee with a list of up to three precincts that are to
be recanvassed first and nay waive the balance of the recanvass after
these precincts have been count ed.

(ii) The recanvass shall be conpleted within five days of the filing
of request for recanvass. If the recanvass is conducted in two stages,
as provided in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph, the recanvass shal
be conpleted within five days of the second stage.

(iii) Such recanvass shall be conducted at the requesting candidate's
expense and the requesting candidate shall file with the jurisdiction
conducting the recanvass a bond, cash, or surety in an anpunt set by the
jurisdiction conducting the recanvass for the paynent of the recanvass
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expenses; provided, however, that if upon the recanvass, the requesting
candidate is found to be the winner of the race, the cost of the recan-
vass shall be paid by the jurisdiction conducting the recanvass.

(c) Upon the original recanvass of the results of a referendum or
proposition., and prior to the certification of the final vote count. any
voter eligible to vote on the ballot question., in a county, schoo
district or nunicipal election may initiate a recanvass of the paper
ball ots upon either the follow ng conditions:

(i) The difference between the approval votes and the disapproval
votes on a question is less than one-half of one percent of the total
nunber of votes cast. Such recanvass shall be conducted at the expense
of the jurisdiction conducting the recanvass.

(ii) The difference between the approval votes and the di sapproval
votes on a question is nore than one-half of one percent of the total
nunber of votes cast. The requesting voter shall file for a recanvass by
submtting a petition including signatures from twenty-five voters
eligible to have voted on the referendumor proposition. Such recanvass
shall be conducted at the expense of the requesting voter and the
requesting voter shall file with the jurisdiction conducting the recan-
vass a bond., cash, or surety in an anpunt set by the jurisdiction
conducting the recanvass for the paynent of the recanvass expenses;
provided, however, that if upon the recanvass, the voting results on the
referendum or proposition are reversed the cost of the recanvass shal
be paid by the jurisdiction conducting the recanvass.

(d) A request for a recanvass pursuant to the terns of this subdivi-
sion shall be nade within five days of the conpletion of the origina
recanvass.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall apply to
el ections <conducted on or after such effective date. Effective imre-
diately, the addition, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed to be nade and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




