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STATE OF NEW YORK

8479

| N SENATE

May 8, 2018

Introduced by Sen. BOYLE -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on El ections

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to authorizing any regis-
tered voter to vote by absentee ballot and in relation to establishing
aright to a final vote

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 1, 2, 3 and 4 of section 8-400 of the election
| aw, subdivisions 1, 3 and 4 as anended by chapter 63 of the laws of
2010, paragraph (c) of subdivision 1 and subparagraph (iii) of paragraph
(c) of subdivision 3 as anmended by chapter 375 of the |aws of 2015, the
openi ng paragraph of subdivision 2 as anended by chapter 216 of the |aws
of 1988, paragraph (a) of subdivision 2 as amended by chapter 263 of the
| aws of 1991, paragraph (c) of subdivision 2 as anended by chapter 321
of the laws of 1988, and paragraph (d) of subdivision 2 as separately
anended by chapters 97 and 104 of the |laws of 2010, are anended to read
as foll ows:

di-striect—of—his—or—her—+resi-dence—] Any person who is registered to vote
and deened a qualified voter may vote by absentee ballot.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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2. Aqualified voter desiring to vote at such election as an absentee
voter [#for—any—reason—speciiied—n—subdivision—onre—herest] nust nake
application for an absentee ballot on a formto be obtained and filed as
provided herein or by letter as provided in paragraph (d) of this subdi-
vi si on.

(a) Application forns shall be furnished by and may be obtai ned from
any board of elections at any tinme until the day before such election.
Application forns shall also be supplied by the board of inspectors of

the election district in which applicant is a qualified voter on all of
the days provided for local registration. In addition, application fornms
shall be supplied upon the request of the person authorized to vote

pursuant to this section, any such person's spouse, parent or child, a
person residing with the applicant as a nenber of his household, or the
applicant's duly authorized agent. Application forns sent outside of the
United States to a country other than Canada or Mexico, shall be sent
airmail. Any reference to "board of elections" in the remaining
provi sions of this section, except with respect to the furnishing and
obtaining of applications for absentee ballots, nmeans only the board of
el ections of the county or city in which the applicant is a qualified
vot er.

(b) Applications may be filed either with the board of elections or in
person with the board of inspectors of the election district in which
the applicant is a qualified voter, on one of the days provided for
| ocal registration.

(c) Al applications nmnmust be nmailed to the board of elections not
| ater than the seventh day before the election for which a ballot is
first requested or delivered to such board not |ater than the day
[ before] of such el ection.

(d) The board of elections shall mail an absentee ballot to every
qualified voter otherwise eligible for such a ballot, who requests such
an absentee ballot from such board of elections in witing in a letter,
tel efax indicating the address, phone nunber and the tel efax number from
which the witing is sent or other witten instrunment, which is signed
by the voter and received by the board of elections not earlier than the
thirtieth day nor later than the seventh day before the election for
which the ballot is first requested and which states the address where
the voter is registered and the address to which the ballot is to be
mai | ed; provided, however, a nilitary voter may request a mlitary
ball ot or voter registration application or an absentee ballot applica-
tion in a letter as provided in subdivision three of section 10-106 of
this chapter; and provided further, a special federal voter may request
a special federal ballot or voter registration application or an absen-
tee ballot application in a letter as provided in paragraph d of subdi-
vision one of section 11-202 of this chapter. The board of el ections
shall enclose with such ballot a formof application for absentee ball ot
if the applicant is registered with such board of elections.

3. The application for an absentee ballot when filed nust contain in
each instance the follow ng information:

(a) Applicant's full name, date of birth, and residence address,
i ncluding the street and nunber, if any, rural delivery route, if any,
mailing address if different fromthe residence address and his or her
town or city and an address to which the ballot shall be nail ed.

(b) A statenent that the applicant is a qualified and registered
vot er.
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&3] Such application shall pernit the applicant to apply for an
absentee ballot for either a primary election or the general election in
any year [ e A a A v an

na o.n A

]. A voter who applies for an absentee
ball ot shall be sent an absentee ballot for any special election or
winter primary that occurs during the period [ef—absence] specified in
the application

caneelled]
8 2. Article 8 of the election law is anended by adding a newtitle 6
to read as follows:

TITLE WV
RIGHT TO A FI NAL VOTE
Section 8-600. Right to a final vote.

8 8-600. Right to a final vote. Before his or her vote is counted in
an_election any voter who has voted by absentee ballot or other early
voting procedure shall have the right to cast a ballot on election day
that would negate such earlier vote

8 3. This act shall take effect on the sane date and in the sane
manner as a " CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON OF THE SENATE AND ASSEMBLY proposi ng
an anendment to section 2 of article 2 of the constitution, in relation
to absentee voting" takes effect, in accordance with section 1 of arti-
cle 19 of the constitution.




