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STATE OF NEW YORK

8329

| N SENATE

May 1, 2018

Introduced by Sen. CRIFFO -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Energy and Tel ecomuni -
cations

AN ACT to anend the public service law, in relation to allowi ng for the
approval of cable franchises; and to repeal certain provisions of such
law rel ating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 221 of the public service |aw, as added by chapter
83 of the laws of 1995, is anmended to read as foll ows:

§ 221. Certificate of confirmation. 1. Except as provided in this
section, no person shall exercise a franchise, and no such franchise
shal |l be effective, [uyptilthe commssionhascontirmd such —franchise-
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may—set] unless a copy of such franchise has been approved by the muni-
cipality, and properly filed with the comm ssion within thirty days of
muni ci pal approval . Such franchi se shall be subject, at a mnmninmum to
the franchising standards set forth in this article and the rules and
regul ati ons promul gated thereunder by the conm ssion.

2. A franchise shall be deened granted forty-five days after the fran-
chise is filed pursuant to subdivision one of this section unless the
comm ssion, or its designee, deternmines within such forty-five day peri-
od that the public interest requires the conmission's review and witten
order.

[2-] 3. The comm ssion may hold a public hearing on any application
for a certificate of confirmation if it determ nes that such a hearing
is in the public interest. The comm ssion shall fix the tinme and place
for such a hearing and cause notice thereof to be given to the appli-
cant, the chief executive officer of the municipality issuing the fran-
chi se and such other persons as the conmmission nmay deem appropriate.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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Testinony nmay be taken and evidence received at such a hearing pursuant
to such rules and procedures as the conmi ssion nmay establish.
[ 3—Fhe—comm-ssion—shall—ssue—a] 4. A certificate of confirmation of

he franchlse [un+ess—+L—i+nds—LhaL—éa}—Lhe—appL+san$——%b%—#he——p;epesed
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deened confirnmed fortv five days after t he franchlse is filed pursuant
to subdivision one of this section unless the conm ssion, or its desig-
nee, deternmines within such forty-five day period that the public inter-
est requires the conmission's review and witten order.

[4-] 5. The commission nmay issue a certificate of confirmation contin-
gent upon conpliance wth standards, terns or conditions set by the
comm ssion which it determ nes would not have been met by the applicant,
system or franchi se as proposed.

[5-] 6. In the event the comri ssion refuses to issue a certificate of
confirmation, it shall set forth in witing the reasons for its deci-
si on.
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9-] 7. Confirmation by the conm ssion and duties performed by the
comm ssion with respect to its regulation of cable television providers
under this article shall not be deenmed to constitute "supervision of the
state department of public service" for the purpose of the neaning of
such phrase as it is wused in describing those utilities which are
subject to tax on a gross incone basis under section one hundred eight-
y-six-a of the tax |aw or pursuant to section twenty-b of the genera
city law and subdivision one of section [#H-ve—hundredthi+iy] 5-530 of
the village | aw.

8§ 2. Section 222 of the public service law is REPEALED and a new
section 222 is added to read as foll ows:

8§ 222. Renewal or anendnent of franchises. 1. Except as provided in
this section., no person shall renew or anend a franchise renewal. and no
such renewal or anendment shall be effective, unless a copy of such
renewal or anendnent has been approved by the municipality, and properly
filed with the commission within thirty days of nunicipal approval. Such
renewal or amendnent shall be subject, at a mininum to the franchising
standards set forth in this article and the rules and reqgulations
pronul gated t hereunder by the conmm ssion.

2. Renewals and anendnents shall be deened granted forty-five days
after the renewal or anmendnent is filed pursuant to subdivision one of
this section unless the commssion, or its designee, determnes within
such forty-five day period that the public interest requires the comi s-
sion's review and witten order.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect i mmediately; provided, however, that
this act shall apply to franchises filed on or after the date this act
shal|l have becone a | aw.




