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STATE OF NEW YORK

8159

| N SENATE

April 11, 2018

Introduced by Sens. ORTT, SERINO -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Mental Health and
Devel opnental Disabilities

AN ACT to anend the geriatric nental health act, in relation to expand-
ing the scope of the interagency geriatric nental health planning
counci |

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision (c) of section 3 of chapter 568 of the |aws of
2005, constituting the geriatric nental health act, as anended by chap-
ter 203 of the laws of 2008, is anended to read as foll ows:

(c) The council shall neet as often as necessary, but not I|ess than
four times per calendar year, to devel op annual reconmendations, to be
submtted to the conm ssioner of nmental health, the commi ssioner of
al cohol i sm and substance abuse services, the director of the division of
veterans' affairs, the adjutant general and the director of the state
office for the aging, regarding geriatric nental health and chenica
dependence needs. Such recommendations [#s&y] shall address issues which
include, but are not limted to: community integration, quality
i nprovement, integration of nmental health services with services to
address al coholism drug abuse, [and] health care needs, workforce
devel opnent, famly support [anrd], the developnent of family support
initiatives, finance, the inpact of Medicaid redesign, nental health
housing programs and community based long-termcare alternatives for
those with co-occurring psychiatric disabilities and chronic physica
illness or disabilities, certified comunity behavioral health clinic
denpnstration sites, the treatnment of those with behavioral disorders in
long-termcare, the devel opnent of behavioral health training prograns
in long-term care, behavioral health coverage in the nanaged |ong-term
care program the shortage of in-hone services for those wth nenta
disorders including changing Medicaid rules regarding paynent for
in-hone services, the use of technology, tele-nental health services,
suicide risk, and building a generationally conpetent behavioral health
workforce through training prograns and increasing the nunber of

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
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licensed behavioral health professionals who speak underrepresented

| anguages including through the use of different licensing requirenents

where a potenti al

| i censee speaks an underrepresented | anguage.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.



