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STATE OF NEW YORK

8076

| N SENATE

March 26, 2018

Introduced by Sen. HAMLTON -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT establishing the 400 Years of African-Anerican History Comm s-
sion; and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration
t her eof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The 400 Years of African-Anerican Hi story Conm ssion, here-
inafter the "comnr ssion", is hereby established within the departnent of
state. The commi ssion shall develop and carry out activities throughout
the state to commenorate the 400th anniversary of the arrival of Afri-
cans in the English colonies at Point Confort, Virginia, in 1619.

8§ 2. (a) The commi ssion shall consist of thirteen nmenbers, including
the secretary of state, or his or her designee, the commissioner of
education, or his or her designee, three nenbers appointed by the gover-
nor, three nenbers appointed by the tenporary president of the senate,
three menbers appointed by the speaker of the assenbly, one nenber
appoi nted by the senate mnority | eader, and one nenber appointed by the
assenbly mnority |eader. Appointed nenbers shall include but not be
limted to historians and those with a background in African-Anerican
history, arts, or culture. Such appointnments shall be nade within 30
days of the effective date of this act.

(b) A vacancy on the conmi ssion shall be filled in the same manner in
whi ch the original appoi ntnent was made.

(c) The nmenbers of the conm ssion shall serve wi thout conpensation but
shall be entitled to reinmbursenment for all necessary expenses incurred
in the performance of their duties.

(d) The secretary of state, or his or her designee, shall serve as the
chair and shall appoint the vice-chair of the conmnission. The presence
of a mjority of the authorized nenbership of the comm ssion shall be
required for the conduct of official business.

(e) The departnent of state shall provide technical assistance and
data to the conmmission as may be necessary for the conmission to carry
out its responsibilities pursuant to this act.
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§ 3. The conm ssion shall

(a) plan prograns appropriate for the commenoration to:

(1) acknow edge the inpact that slavery and | aws that enforced racial
di scrim nation had on New York and the United States;

(2) recognize and highlight the resilience and contributions of Afri-
can- Ameri cans since 1619; and

(3) educate the public about the arrival of Africans in the United
States and the contributions of African-Anericans to New York and the
United States;

(b) encourage civic, patriotic, historical, educational, artistic,
religious, econonic and ot her organi zations to organize and participate
in anniversary activities to expand understandi ng and appreciation of
the significance of the arrival of Africans in New York and the United
States and the contributions of African-Americans to New York and the
United States;

(c) assist localities and nonprofit organizations to further the
conmenor ati on

(d) coordinate for the public scholarly research on the arrival of
Africans in the United States and their contributions to New York and
the United States;

(e) ensure that the conmenoration provides a |asting | egacy and | ong-
termpublic benefit by assisting in the developnent of appropriate
prograns; and

(f) ensure that the observances of the comenvoration are inclusive and
appropriately recognize the experiences and heritage of all individuals
present at the arrival of Africans in New York and the United States.

8 4. The commission may, from any nonies appropriated for such
pur poses, provi de:

(a) grants to conmunities and nonprofit organizations for the devel op-
ment of prograns; and

(b) grants to research and scholarly organizations to research,
publish, or distribute information relating to the arrival of Africans
in New York and the United States.

8 5. The commission shall submt a report to the governor and the
| egislature that contains a sunmary of its planned activities, an
accounting of its received and expended funds, and its findings and
recommendati ons on or before October 1, 2018.

8 6. The conmi ssion shall submit a report to the governor and the
| egislature that contains a summary of its activities, a final account-
ing of its received and expended funds, and its findings and recomrenda-
tions on or before June 1, 2020.

8 7. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall expire and be
deened repealed July 1, 2020.



