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STATE OF NEW YORK

7998

| N SENATE

March 16, 2018

Introduced by Sens. HANNON, AKSHAR, AMEDORE, JACOBS -- read tw ce and
ordered printed, and when printed to be cormitted to the Cormmittee on
Heal t h

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to children and
recovering nothers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "children and recovering nothers (CHARM act".

§ 2. Article 25 of the public health law is anmended by adding a new
title 4-A to read as fol |l ows:

TITLE 4-A
CH LDREN AND RECOVERI NG MOTHERS
Section 2576. Recovering expectant nother program
2577. Newborn screening.
2578. Provi der education.
2579. Workgroup.

8 2576. Recovering expectant nother program There shall be estab-
lished a recovering expectant nothers program within the departnent
whereby the conmmi ssioner, in consultation with the conm ssioner of alco-
holism and substance abuse services, shall provide guidance, education
and assistance to providers caring for recovering expectant nothers,
whi ch shall include, but not be limted to:

1. establishing, in consultation with relevant health care providers,
gui dance on universal screening techniques for substance use disorder at
prenatal visits. Such guidance shall rely on validated screening tools
and questionnaires and utilize |anguage to help reduce stignna

2. providing information regarding use of nedication assisted treat-

ment for pregnant wonen, which shall include information regarding
buprenorphrine training, tools for providers on effective nmanagenent of
wonen with opioid use disorder in pregnancy, and a referral list of
certified providers;

3. providing referral information for substance abuse counseling.

soci al support and basic needs referrals, which shall also include quid-
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ance on referring wonen to hone visiting services that they may be
eligible for after birth; and

4. developing a system for rapid consultation and referral |inkage
services for obstetricians and prinmary care providers statewide who
provide care for expectant nothers with substance use disorder.

8 2577. Newborn screening. The conmmi ssioner, in conjunction with the
conm ssi oner of al coholism and substance abuse services, shall devel op
gui dance for hospitals and mdwifery birth centers on neonatal absti-
nence syndrone which shall include, but not be linmted to, appropriate
treatnment nethods for neonatal abstinence syndrone and infornation on
honme visiting services that recovering nothers may be eligible for, as
well as other substances abuse services, social supports and basic need
referrals in the comunity.

8§ 2578. Provider education. The conmi ssioner shall develop or approve
a continuing nedical education course for neonatal nurses, obstetri-
cians, mdw ves, pediatricians, and other health care providers regard-
ing treatnment of expectant npthers and new nothers suffering from
subst ance use disorder, and the treatnment of newborns suffering from
neonatal abstinence syndrone, which may include federally approved
buprenorphine training, in order to facilitate conprehensive prenatal
and postpartumcare to this popul ation.

8§ 2579. Wor kgroup. The comm ssioner, in conjunction with the conmm s-
sioner of al coholism and substance abuse services, shall convene a worKk-
group of stakeholders, including but not limted to, hospitals, 1|ocal
heal th departnents, obstetricians, m dwi ves, pediatricians, and

subst ance abuse providers to study and evaluate current barriers and
challenges in identifying and treating expectant nothers, newborns, and
new parents with substance use disorder. The workgroup shall report on
its findings and recommendations to the comm ssioner, the speaker of the
assenbly and the tenporary president of the senate within one year of
the effective date of this section.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have beconme a |law, provided, however, that effective i mediately, any
actions necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective
date are authorized and directed to be taken and conpl eted on or before
such effective date.




