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STATE OF NEW YORK

7329

| N SENATE

January 5, 2018

Introduced by Sen. HANNON -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to requiring the
governor to appoint the nmenbers of the rural health council and
requiring the rural health council to nmake certain recomendations to
t he departnent of health

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 236-b of the public health | aw, as added by a chap-
ter of the laws of 2017, anending the public health law, relating to
establishing a rural health council, as proposed in legislative bills
nunmbers S. 4741 and A 7203, is anmended to read as foll ows:

§ 236-b. Rural health council. 1. There shall be established wthin
the office a rural health council to be conposed of twenty-one nenbers
who shall be appointed by the governor, wth ten of these nenbers
appoi nted as foll ows:

a. [#H-we] four menbers [by] upon the reconmmendation of the tenporary
presi dent of the senate;

b. [twe—merbers—by] one nenber upon the reconmendation of the minority
| eader of the senate;

c. [H—we] four nenbers [by] upon the recommendation of the speaker of
the assenbly; and

d. [twe—merbers—by] one nenber upon the recommendation of the mnority
| eader of the assenbl y[—ard

Vacancies in the nmenbership of such council shall be filled by the
appropriate appointing authority. The [#+~#al—health—ecouneit+] governor
shall select a chairperson fromanmong [s] the nmenbers of the council
The nenbers of the council shall be reflective of the state's rura
areas, as defined in subdivision seven of section four hundred eighty-
one of the executive |law, and shall include representatives of health
care providers that conprise the health care delivery systemin the
state's rural areas, individuals with expertise in clinical and adm nis-

trative aspects of health care delivery, health care financing and
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rei mbursenent, health care regulation, public health, health planning,
heal t h wor kf orce educati on, and behavioral health

2. The rural health council shall be responsible for advising the
comm ssioner with respect to all aspects of rural health care and rura
health <care delivery including, but not I|imted to, the inpact of

proposed progranms, statutes, regulations and health care reinbursenent
policies. The rural health council shall also assist the office with its
responsibilities as delineated in section two hundred thirty-six of this
title; contribute to the biennial report required pursuant to section
two hundred thirty-seven of this title, and act as liaison and advocate
on rural health matters.

3. The rural health council shall recommend to the departnment cost-
effective ways to obtain tinely data on the status of the health care
workforce supply in rural areas. At |east [anrually] once every three
years the rural health council shall, in conjunction with the office
submt a report to the regional econom c devel opnent councils on the
status of the health care workforce supply in their respective regions
to the extent data on the health care workforce supply is avail able.

4. Staff support for the rural health council shall be provided for by
the office as provided for in section two hundred thirty-six of this
title.

5. The rural health council shall neet as frequently as its business
may require, but not less than two tines a year. Meetings may be called
by the [e&hai+rmn—or] chairperson at the request of the commi ssioner

6. The entirety of each nmeeting of the rural health council shall be
live webcast to the public on the departnent's website, and archived on
the departnent's website, for a period of no less than two years, within
twenty-four hours of the adjournnment of the last nmeeting. The departnent
shal |l provide notice to the public, via the departnent's website, of the
availability of the |live webcast of each such neeting.

7. The nenbers of the rural health council shall receive no conpen-
sation for their services, but shall be allowed their actual and neces-
sary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties hereunder

8 2. This act shall take effect on the same date and in the sane
manner as a chapter of the |laws of 2017, amending the public health |aw,
relating to establishing a rural health council, as proposed in |egisla-
tive bills nunbers S.4741 and A. 7203, takes effect.




