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STATE OF NEW YORK

6676

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

June 12, 2017

Introduced by Sen. SERINO -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anend the elder law, in relation to devel oping guidelines for
identifying and reporting el der abuse in healthcare settings

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The elder law is anended by adding a new article 3 to read
as foll ows:
ARTICLE 3
| DENTI FYI NG AND REPORTI NG SELF NEG ECT, ABUSE AND MALTREATMENT I N
HEALTHCARE SETTI NGS

Section 260. Definitions.
261. GQuidelines for identifying and reporting suspected self
negl ect, abuse and maltreatnent.
262. Publishing and distribution of guidelines.

8 260. Definitions. For purposes of this article:

1. "Abuse and nmaltreatnent” shall nean actions as defined in para-
graphs (a), (b)), (c), (d), (e) and (qg) of subdivision six of section
four hundred seventy-three of the social services |aw

2. "Self neglect" shall have the sane neaning as defined in paragraph
(f) of subdivision six of section four hundred seventy-three of the
social services | aw

3. "Ader adult" shall nmean an individual aged sixty years of age or

ol der.

4., "Director" shall nean the director of the office for the aginag.
8 261. Q@uidelines for identifvying and reporting suspected self
negl ect, abuse and maltreatnment. The director, in conjunction with the

comm ssioner of the departnment of health and the conmm ssioner of the

office of children and family services, shall develop quidelines to

assi st healthcare providers and others working in healthcare settings to

identify suspected self neglect, abuse and naltreatnent of an ol der
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adult. Such guidelines may be tailored to specific healthcare providers
or industries and shall include, but shall not be linted to:

1. Common signs and synptons of self neglect., abuse and maltreatnent;

2. Screening questions and tools that can be used during a visit to
hel p detect whether self neglect or abuse and maltreatnent nay be occur-
ring;

3. Training materials for distribution to healthcare providers and
others working in healthcare settings regarding appropriate inter-
ventions and suggestions for discussing the possibility of self neglect,
abuse and maltreatnent with older adults; and

4. Information regarding options for reporting suspected cases of self
neglect or abuse and nmaltreatnent and available resources for older
adult victins.

8§ 262. Publishing and distribution of guidelines. The office for the
aging, the departnment of health, and the office of children and famly
services shall nake the guidelines and materials devel oped in accordance
with this article available on their respective websites and provide
such materials upon request to healthcare providers and facilities.

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




