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STATE OF NEW YORK

6339

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 11, 2017

Introduced by Sen. RITCH E -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to creating
a solar array pollinator benefit program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "solar array pollinator benefit progran'.

8§ 2. The agriculture and markets |aw is anmended by adding a new arti-
cle 29-A to read as fol |l ows:

ARTICLE 29-A
PO LI NATOR SUPPORT PROGRAM
Section 520. Solar array pollinator benefit program

8 520. Solar array pollinator benefit program 1. As used in this
section, the following terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "Pollinator" neans an insect or bird that pollinates vegetation
and shall include wild and managed insects.

(b) "Native perennial vegetation" neans native wldflowers, forbs, and
grasses that serve as habitat, forage, and mgratory way stations for
pollinators, and shall not include any prohibited or regulated invasive
species as determi ned by the departnent of environnental conservation in
consultation with the departnent.

(c) "Solar site" neans a ground-npunted solar energy systemthat is a
m ni rum of one acre in size

(d) "Omer" neans a public or private entity that has a controlling
interest in the solar site or the land on which the solar site is
| ocat ed.

(e) "Vegetation managenent plan" nmeans a planning docunent that
includes short- and long-term site nmnagenent practices that wll
provide and maintain native perennial vegetation.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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2. An owner of a solar site may only make a public claim that such
site provides benefits to pollinators if such owner devel ops a vege-
tati on managenent plan that neets or exceeds nininum standards estab-
lished by the departnent. which shall include:

(a) the percentage of the solar site that will be covered with native
perenni al vegetati on;

(b) the type, anmpunt, and diversity of native perennial vegetation
that will be nmaintained on the solar site;

(c) the nunber of seasons where there will be at | east three species
of native perennial vegetation in bloomon the solar site;

(d) nmmintenance practices to be used on the solar site;

(e) use of pesticides on the solar site;

(f) width and conposition of vegetation buffers adjacent to the solar
site; and

any other standards established by the conm ssioner.

3. Before an owner may neke a public claimthat a solar site provides
benefits to pollinators, such owner nust subnit a vegetation nanagenent
plan that is applicable to such site, and that neets or exceeds the
m ni nrum standards in subdivision two of this section, to the departnent.
whi ch shall be nade available to the public.

4. Nothing in this section shall restrict any farnm ng practices on any
|l and adjacent to a solar site that has been deternmined to provide bene-
fits to pollinators.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




