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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 10, 2017

Introduced by Sen. CRIFFO -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to renoving lints on the
duration of treatnment by a |icensed physical therapist when a patient
does not have a referral

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision d of section 6731 of the education l|aw, as
anended by chapter 389 of the laws of 2007, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

d. Such treatnent may be rendered by a |icensed physical therapist
[ —e—ten—sid ooy oy s whlchover —shal L occu—dfi+st—] without a
referral froma physician, dentist, podiatrist, nurse practitioner or
licensed nmidw fe provided that:

(1) [Ihe—LFeensed—phys+eaL—Lhe;ap+sL—has—p#ae@+eed—phys+ea#—#he#apy—en

—] The physi cal
therapist will refer the patient to the appropriate Ilcensed prof es-
sional if synptons are present of which physical therapy is contraindi-
cated or which synptons are indicative of conditions for which treatnent
is outside the scope of the practice of physical therapy;

(2) If the patient has a prinmary care |icensed provider or other
treating physician, the physical therapist provides ongoing conmuni-
cation with that professional during the course of treatnent; and

(3) Each physical therapist |icensed pursuant to this article shal
provide witten notice to each patient receiving treatnent absent a
referral from a physician, dentist, podiatrist, nurse practitioner or
licensed mdw fe that physical therapy may not be covered by the
patient's health care plan or insurer wthout such a referral and that
such treatnment may be a covered expense if rendered pursuant to a refer-
ral. The physical therapist shall keep on file wth the patient's
records a form attesting to the patient's notice of such advice. Such

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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formshall be in duplicate, with one copy to be retained by the patient,
signed and dated by both the physical therapist and the patient in such
form as prescribed pursuant to regulations pronmul gated by the comm s-
si oner.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that effective inmediate-
ly, the addition, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation
necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
authorized and directed to be nmade and conpleted on or before such
effective date.



