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STATE OF NEW YORK

5972

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 9, 2017

Introduced by Sen. KENNEDY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Commttee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to establishing a
statewi de newborn health and safety program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The public health law is amended by adding a new section
2508 to read as fol |l ows:

§ 2508. New born health and safety program 1. For the purposes of
this section, the term "baby box" shall nean a cardboard box lined wth
afirmmttress, such that it can double as a bassinet.

2. a. There shall be established in the departnent, by the conmni ssion-
er, a baby box program designed to reduce infant nortality rates across
the state. Through the baby box program the conm ssioner shall provide
baby boxes, for each infant born in the state of New York, regardl ess of
family incone. The baby boxes shall be designed to be a safe sleep place
for newborn infants. Each mattress shall be covered with a fitted sheet
and all baby boxes shall contain newborn infant care essentials ained at
pronoting safe sleeping practices and other nethods of reducing sudden
infant death syndrone, as well as itens to encourage safe and healthy

habits for fanmlies transitioning to parenting. Al such infant care
essentials shall be chosen at the discretion of the conm ssioner and
shall include, but not be limted to clothing, hats, socks, thernpneters

and bath towels.

b. The departnent shall pursue available funding options and nake
efforts to establish a public-private partnership with organi zati ons
that pronote such causes or manufacture such products in order to seek
to obtain donations for these purposes. The departnent shall be respon-
sible for nonitoring the quality, appropriateness and effectiveness of
the program and shall report to the legislature within two years of the
effective date of this section on the progranis effectiveness, and then
provi de periodic updates every yvear thereafter.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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