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STATE OF NEW YORK

5788

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 28, 2017

Introduced by Sen. KLEIN -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Housing, Construction and
Communi ty Devel opnent

AN ACT to anend the public housing law, in relation to providing for the
appoi ntnment of an independent nonitor for the New York city housing
authority, and providing for the powers and duties of such nonitor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public housing |aw is amended by addi ng a new section
402-d to read as foll ows:
8 402-d. Independent nonitor. 1. There shall be established within the

division of housing and community renewal, an office of independent
nmonitor for the New York city housing authority. The head of such office
shal | be the New York city housing authority independent nonitor, who

shall be appointed by the governor, with the advice and consent of the
senate for a termof three years:; provided, however, that an independent
nonitor may be renpved, by the governor, prior to the expiration of his
or her term after an opportunity to be heard, for substantial neglect
of duty, gross msconduct in office, or inability to carry out the
duties of such office. Any vacancy in the office of New York city hous-
ing authority independent nonitor prior to the expiration of his or her
termshall be filled in the sane nanner as provided for the original
appointnment for the remainder of such unexpired term Upon the expira-
tion of the termof any independent nonitor, his or her successor shal
be appointed for a termof four years.

2. The New York city housing authority independent nonitor shal
enpl oy and nay renpve such personnel as he or she nay deem necessary for
the performance of the duties of the office of independent nonitor for
the New York city housing authority pursuant to this section, and fix
their conpensation within the anounts made avail able therefor

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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3. (a) Such independent nonitor, or any officer or enployee of the
office of independent nonitor for the New York city housing authority as
shall be designated by himor her, shall have the authority to, and nay.
in his or her sole discretion, require review and oversight, in whole or
in part, of any project. and nmake recommendations regarding required
corrective or other action to the New York city housing authority in
connection with such project.

(b) For the purposes of this section, the term"project" shall nean
any work associated with the planning, acquisition, design, engineering,
environnmental analysis, construction, reconstruction, restoration, reha-
bilitation, establishnent, inprovenent., renovation, extension, repair,
revitalization, managenent and devel opnent of a capital asset as defined
in section two of the state finance | aw.

(c) The New York city housing authority upon undertaking such project
shall fully cooperate with any determ nation of the New York city hous-
ing authority independent nonitor, and provide access to all personnel
books, records, plans, specifications, data and other information as may
be necessary for such independent nonitor to performhis or her duties.

(d) In the event the New York city housing authority independent noni-
tor determnes that corrective or other action is necessary for such a
project., then the independent nonitor shall have the authority to direct
that the New York city housing authority shall inplenent all corrective
or other action as shall be required to acconplish the project, to the
extent practicable, on tine, within budget and at an acceptabl e overal
cost to such authority. Such corrective or other action shall include,
but not be limted to:

(i) Modification of such plans, specifications, designs and estinmates
of costs for the construction of the project and equipnent of facili-
ties;

(ii) Detailed analysis of the project schedule;

(iii) Detailed analysis of project budget;

(iv) Detailed analysis of change orders and/or paynents to prine
contractors, subcontractors and other parties;

(v) Detailed analysis of records of construction observati ons,
inspections and deficiencies:;

(vi) Termination of contracts, contractors, subcontractors or other
consultants;

(vii) Procurenent of independent auditors, project nmanagers, |egal
counsel , or other professionals for the benefit of the project;

(viii) Regular reporting of project status and mlestones to the
public;

(ix) Active project managenent review and oversight wutilizing addi-
tional resources provided by the New York city housing authority inde-
pendent nonitor; and

(x) Periodic project review and audit by the New York city housing
authority independent nonitor on a suitable tine interval determ ned by
such noni tor

(e) The New York city housing authority upon proposing a public works
project having a total or aggregate construction value in excess of one
mllion dollars shall include a summary of the provisions of this subdi-
vision in all such proposal and/or bid docunents for such projects.

(f) Al contract docunents shall expressly incorporate the provisions
of this section and include conpliance with the provisions hereof as a
condi tion of perfornance.

4. The independent nonitor shall,. on or before February first each
year, submt to the governor, each conference of the leqgislature, the
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authority, and the nayor and the city council of the city of New York, a

report on his or her activities pursuant to this section during the

previous calendar vyear, including any corrective actions that were

required to be taken, and shall also report upon the status of al

proj ects under taken by the New York city housing authority and whether

such projects are progressing on schedule and within budget.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect i mediately.



