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AN ACT to anmend the correction law, in relation to authorizing enpl oy-
ment by not-for-profit organizations and public service projects under
the work rel ease program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 3 of section 851 of the correction |aw, as
anended by chapter 60 of the laws of 1994, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

3. "Work release progrant neans a program under which eligible inmtes
may be granted the privilege of leaving the prem ses of an institution
for a period not exceeding fourteen hours in any day for the purpose of
on-the-job training or enploynent, including enploynent by a not-for-
profit organization or a public service project, or for any nmatter
necessary to the furtherance of any such purposes. No person shall be
released into a work rel ease program unl ess prior to rel ease such person
has a reasonabl e assurance of a job training programor enploynent. |If
after release, such person ceases to be enployed or ceases to partic-
ipate in the training program the inmate's privilege to participate in
such work release programnmay be revoked in accordance with rul es and
regul ati ons promul gated by the conm ssioner.

8§ 2. Subdivision 3 of section 851 of the correction |law, as added by
chapter 472 of the laws of 1969, is anmended to read as follows:

3. "Wirk rel ease program’ neans a program under which eligible innates
may be granted the privilege of |leaving the prem ses of an institution
for the purpose of education, on-the-job training or enploynent, includ-
ing enploynment by a not-for-profit organization or a public service

proj ect.
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8 3. The opening paragraph of subdivision 9 of section 855 of the
correction law is designated paragraph (a) and a new paragraph (b) is
added to read as foll ows:

(b) Notwi thstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of this subdivi-
sion, an inmate nmay refuse to accept a program of tenporary release
which is a work release programthat includes enploynent by a not-for-
profit organization when enpl oynent by such organization is contrary to
the inmate's religious or ideological beliefs. No such refusal shall be
considered in any determination of such inmate's right to participate or
to continue to participate in a tenporary rel ease program

8 4. The opening paragraph of subdivision 6 of section 853 of the
correction law, as added by chapter 472 of the laws of 1969, is desig-
nat ed paragraph (a) and a new paragraph (b) is added to read as foll ows:

(b) Notwi thstanding the provisions of paragraph (a) of this subdivi-
sion, an inmate may refuse to accept a work rel ease program which
includes enploynent by a not-for-profit organization when unenploynent
by such organization is contrary to the inmate's religious or ideolog-
ical beliefs. No such refusal shall be considered in any determnation
of such inmte's right to participate or to continue to participate in a
work rel ease program

8§ 5. Section 870 of the correction |law, as amended by chapter 71 of
the |l aws of 1976, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 870. Establishment of program The sheriff, upon approval of the
|l egislative body of the county, may establish a work rel ease program
pursuant to which prisoners, sentenced to and confined in any county
jail under his jurisdiction, may be granted the privilege of |eaving
confinement for the purpose of working at gai nful enploynment (including
enpl oynent by a not-for-profit organization or a public service
project), participating in a privately or publicly sponsored program of
vocational training, wth or wthout conpensation, or attending an
educational institution. The work rel ease programmay also include the
release from confinenment during necessary and reasonable hours for the
purpose of caring for the prisoner's famly.

8§ 6. Section 871 of the correction lawis anmended by adding a new
subdivision (e) to read as foll ows:

(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, a prisoner
may refuse to accept a work rel ease program which includes enploynent by
a not-for-profit organization when enploynent by such organization is
contrary to the prisoner's religious or ideological beliefs. No such
refusal shall be considered in any deternmination of such prisoner's
right to participate or to continue to participate in a work rel ease
program

8§ 7. This act shall take effect imediately; provided that the anend-
ments to subdivision 3 of section 851 of the correction | aw, nade by
section one of this act, shall not affect the expiration and reversion
of such section pursuant to chapter 339 of the |laws of 1972, as anended,
and shall expire therew th, when upon such date section two of this act
shal |l take effect; and provided, further, that the anendnents to section

855 of the correction |aw, nade by section three of this act, shall not
affect the expiration and reversion of such section pursuant to chapter
339 of the laws of 1972, as anended, and shall expire therewith, when

upon such date section four of this act shall take effect.



