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STATE OF NEW YORK

542

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefil ed)
January 4, 2017

Introduced by Sen. FUNKE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Social Services

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to reporting of prograns
avai l abl e to survivors of donestic violence

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 575 of the executive lawis anended by adding a
new subdi vision 11 to read as foll ows:

11. legislative intent. (a) The legislature hereby finds that donestic
violence is a pervasive problem in New York state, with hundreds of
thousands of incidents being reported each year. The legislature further
finds that donestic violence forensic exam ner prograns have the poten-
tial to inprove the state's ability to prosecute such crines, and
enhance the provision of treatnment and services to victinms. Therefore,
the legislature finds it prudent and necessary to require a conprehen-
sive evaluation of existing services and such forensic exam ner prograns
to determ ne how to best reduce and address donestic violence within the
st ate.

(b) On or before Novenber thirtieth, two thousand ni neteen, the execu-
tive director of the office for the prevention of donestic violence
shall, in conjunction wth the conm ssioner of health and the comi s-
sioner of crimnal justice services, provide a report and reconmenda-
tions to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate, and the
speaker of the assenbly regarding the potential establishnent of a
statewi de donestic violence forensic exam ner program

(c) Such report and recommendations shall include, but not be linmted
to:

(i) the types of treatnent progranms and resources currently available
to survivors of donestic violence;
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(ii) an evaluation of any existing donestic violence forensic exani ner
progranms, including their inpact on donestic violence prosecutions;

(iii) a list of crimnal offenses for which prosecutions could be
aided by a statewi de donestic violence forensic exam ner program

(iv) recommendations regarding potential practices and protocols that
coul d enhance the collection of evidence in donestic violence cases, and
inmprove the quality of treatnent and services provided to victins; and

v) an evaluation of fiscal costs associated with the establishnment of
a statewide donestic violence forensic exam ner program including the
potential role of private insurance providers and recommended neasures
to avoid subjecting |local governnental units to any unfunded nmandate.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




