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STATE OF NEW YORK

5397

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 24, 2017

Introduced by Sen. ROBACH -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anmend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to the display
of anber and blue lights

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis amended by adding a new
section 139-a to read as foll ows:

8§ 139-a. Roadside service vehicle. A notor vehicle that is used in the
providing of fuel, junp starts, tire changes, |ockout services, m nor
repairs and sinmlar services to notorists alongside a roadway and, if
equi pped to do so, to push disabled vehicles fromactive traffic |anes.

§ 2. Subdivision 41 of section 375 of the vehicle and traffic |law, as
added by chapter 197 of the laws of 1970, paragraph 3 as anended by
chapter 435 of the laws of 1977, paragraph 4 as anmended by chapter 465
of the laws of 2010, subparagraph b of paragraph 4 as anended by chapter
143 of the laws of 2011, the openi ng paragraph of paragraph 5 as anmended
by chapter 349 of the laws of 2004, and paragraph 8 as added by chapter
156 of the laws of 1992, is anmended to read as foll ows:

41. Colored and flashing lights. The provisions of this subdivision
shall govern the affixing and display of lights on vehicles, other than
those lights required by law. 1. No light, other than a white light, and
no revolving, rotating, flashing, oscillating or constantly noving white
light shall be affixed to, or displayed on any vehicle except as
prescri bed herein.

2. Red lights and certain white lights. One or nore red or conbination
red and white lights, or one white light which nust be a revolving,
rotating, flashing, oscillating or constantly noving 1light, may be
affixed to an authorized enmergency vehicle, and such Ilights nmay be
displayed on an authorized energency vehicle when such vehicle is

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be omtted
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engaged in an energency operation, and upon a fire vehicle while return-
ing froman alarmof fire or other energency.

3. Anber lights. [a-] (a) One or nore anber lights may be affixed to a
hazard vehicle, and such a light or lights which display an anber |ight
visible to all approaching traffic under normal atnospheric conditions
from a distance of five hundred feet from such vehicle shall be
di spl ayed on a hazard vehicle when such vehicle is engaged in a hazard-
ous operation. Such light or |lights shall not be required to be
di spl ayed during daylight hours provided at least two red flags visible
from a distance of five hundred feet are placed both in or on the front
of, and to or on the rear of the vehicle and two such flags are placed
to each side of the vehicle open to traffic. Such lights or flags need
not be displayed on the vehicle when the vehicle is operating, or
parked, wthin a barricaded work area and said |ights or flags are
di spl ayed on the barricade. The provisions of this subdivision shall not
prohibit the tenporary affixing and display of an anber light to be used
as a warning on a disabled notor vehicle or on a notor vehicle while it
is stopped on a highway while engaged in an operation which would
restrict, inpede or interfere with the normal flow of traffic.

[b-] (b) In any city in this state having a population of one nillion
or nore, one anber light may be affixed to any notor vehicle owned or
operated by a volunteer nember of a civilian or crine patrol provided
such volunteer civilian or crime patrol nenber has been authorized in
witing to so affix an anber light by the police conmssioner of the
muni ci pality in which he patrols, which authorization shall be subject
to revocation at any tinme by the police conm ssioner who i ssued the sane
or his successor in office. Such anber Iight may be operated by such
volunteer civilian or crine patrol nenber in such a vehicle only when
engaged in a patrol operation as defined and authorized by rules and
regul ations pronulgated by the police conmissioner and only in such a
manner and at such tinmes as nmay be authorized by the police comm ssioner
pursuant to said rules and regul ati ons.

4. Blue light. [a] (a) One blue light may be affixed to any notor
vehicle owned by a volunteer nenber of a fire departnent or on a notor
vehi cl e owned by a nenber of such person's fanmily residing in the sane
househol d or by a business enterprise in which such person has a propri-
etary interest or by which he or she is enployed, provided such vol un-
teer firefighter has been authorized in witing to so affix a blue |ight
by the chief of the fire department or conpany of which he or she is a
menber, which authorization shall be subject to revocation at any tinme
by the chief who issued the sane or his or her successor in office. Such
blue Iight may be di splayed exclusively by such volunteer firefighter on
such a vehicle only when engaged in an energency operation. The use of
blue Ilights on vehicles shall be restricted for use only by a vol unteer
firefighter except as otherw se provided for in subparagraph b of this
par agr aph.

[b=] (b) In addition to the red and white lights authorized to be
di spl ayed pursuant to paragraph two of this subdivision, one or nore
blue 1lights or conbination blue and red lights or conbination blue, red
and white lights may be affixed to a police vehicle, fire vehicle, anbu-
| ance, energency anbul ance service vehicle, and county energency nedi cal
services vehicle provided that such blue light or Ilights shall be
displayed on a police vehicle, fire vehicle, anbul ance, emergency anbu-
| ance service vehicle, and county energency nedical services vehicle for
rear projection only. In the event that the trunk or rear gate of a
police vehicle, fire vehicle, anbulance, energency anbul ance service
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vehicle, and county energency nedical services vehicle obstructs or
dimnishes the visibility of other emergency lighting on such vehicles,
a blue light may be affixed to and displayed fromthe trunk, rear gate
or interior of such vehicles. Such lights nmay be displayed on a police
vehicle, fire vehicle, anbul ance, energency anbul ance service vehicle,
and county energency nedical services vehicle when such vehicles are
engaged in an energency operation. Nothing contained in this subpara-
graph shall be deenmed to authorize the use of blue lights on police
vehicles, fire vehicles, anbul ances, energency ambul ance service vehi-
cles, and county energency nedical services vehicles unless such vehi-
cles also display one or nore red or conbination red and white lights as
ot herwi se authorized in this subdivision.

[e~] (c) In addition to the anber lights authorized pursuant to para-
graph three of this subdivision, a towtruck or roadside service vehicle
may also display anber and blue lights for rear projection only. Such
lights may only be displayed when the tow truck or roadside service
vehicle is engaged in a hazardous operation.

(d) The conmissioner is authorized to promnul gate rules and regul ati ons
relating to the wuse, placenent, power and display of blue lights on a
police vehicle and fire vehicle.

5. Geen light. (a) One green light may be affixed to any notor vehi-
cle owned by a nmenber of a volunteer anbul ance service, or on a notor
vehi cl e owned by a nenber of such person's famly, or by a business
enterprise in which such person has a proprietary interest or by which
he is enmpl oyed, provided such nenber has been authorized in witing to
so affix a green light by the chief officer of such service as desig-
nated by the nenbers thereof. Such green |ight may be displayed exclu-
sively by such nenber of a volunteer anbul ance service only when engaged
in an energency operation. The use of green lights on vehicles shall be
restricted for use only by a nenber of a volunteer anbul ance service as
provided for in this paragraph.

(b) As used in this paragraph vol unteer anbul ance servi ce neans:

[&=] (i) a non-profit [wsesbership] corporation (other than a fire
corporation) incorporated under or subject to the provisions of the

[ Ferbership—ecorporations] not-for-profit corporation law, or any other
| aw, operating its anbul ance or anmbul ances on a non-profit basis for the
conveni ence of the nenbers thereof and their famlies or of the communi-
ty or under a contract with a county, city, town or village pursuant to
section one hundred twenty-two-b of the general nunicipal |aw or

[b=] (ii) an unincorporated association of persons operating its anbu-
| ance or anbulances on a non-profit basis for the conveni ence of the
menbers and their famlies or of the conmunity.

6. The commissioner is authorized to promulgate regulations wth
respect to the affixing and display of colored lights and to pronul gate
specifications with respect to such |ights.

7. The provisions of this subdivision [ferty—oene] shall not be appli-
cable to vehicles fromother states or fromthe Dom ni on of Canada which
have entered this state to render police, fire or civil defense aid, or
anbul ance service, while such vehicles are here or are returning to
their honme stations if the lights on such vehicles conply with the | aws
of their home states or the Dominion of Canada and are displayed in this
state in the sane manner pernmitted by their home states or the Dom nion
of Canada, nor shall the provisions of this subdivision [{e~ty—ere] be
deened to anmend, supersede or in any manner affect the provisions of the
New York state defense enmergency act as nowin force or as it may be
anmended fromtine to tinme.
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8. The provisions of this subdivision shall not be applicable to the
driver of a vehicle fromanother state or foreign jurisdiction which
vehicle has colored lights affixed but not revolving, rotating, flash-
ing, oscillating or constantly noving if the lights on such vehicle
comply with the laws of the state or honme foreign jurisdiction in which
the vehicle is registered.

8§ 3. Subdivision (b) of section 1144-a of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
as anended by chapter 458 of the laws of 2011, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(b) Every operator of a notor vehicle shall exercise due care to avoid
colliding wth a hazard vehicle which is parked, stopped or standing on
t he shoul der or on any portion of such highway and such hazard vehicle
is displaying one or nore anber lights pursuant to the provisions of
par agraph three or anber and blue lights pursuant to the provisions of
paragraph four of subdivision forty-one of section three hundred seven-
ty-five of this chapter. For operators of notor vehicles on parkways or
controlled access highways, such due care shall include, but not be
limted to, noving froma |lane which contains or is inmediately adjacent
to the shoul der where such hazard vehicle displaying one or nore anber
lights pursuant to the provisions of paragraph three or anber and bl ue
lights pursuant to the provisions of paragraph four of subdivision
forty-one of section three hundred seventy-five of this chapter is
par ked, stopped or standing to another |ane, provided that such novenent
otherwi se conplies with the requirenments of this chapter including, but
not limted to, the provisions of sections eleven hundred ten and el even
hundred twenty-eight of this title.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




