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STATE OF NEW YORK

5141--A
Cal. No. 418

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 9, 2017

Introduced by Sens. LITTLE, HAMLTON, SERINO -- read twi ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Housing,
Construction and Community Devel opnent -- reported favorably fromsaid
conrittee, ordered to first and second report, ordered to a third
readi ng, passed by Senate and delivered to the Assenbly, recalled,
vote reconsidered, restored to third reading, anended and ordered
reprinted, retaining its place in the order of third reading

AN ACT to amend the private housing finance law, in relation to estab-
lishing the affordabl e senior housing and services program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The private housing finance |law is amended by adding a new
article 28 to read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE XXVI |
AFFORDABLE SENI OR HOUSI NG
AND SERVI CES

Section 1240. Statenent of legislative findings and purpose.

1241. Definitions.

1242. Affordabl e senior housing and services program

8 1240. Statenent of legislative findings and purpose. The legislature

hereby finds and declares that there exists in the state a serious shor-
tage of rental housing for older persons who choose to live independent-
ly, and who may benefit from nodest basic services in order to renmin
living independently. Providing capital funding to facilitate the
construction and rehabilitation of affordable rental apartnents for
ol der persons over the age of sixty, and providing service coordination
funds to not-for-profit organizations, will allow thousands of ol der New
Yorkers to "age-in-place" confortably in their community, reducing the
likelihood of residing in an institutional setting.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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8 1241. Definitions. As used in this article:

1. "Corporation" shall nean the housing trust fund corporation estab-
lished in section forty-five-a of this chapter.

2. "Eligible applicant" shall nean a person of low incone, a housing
devel opnent fund conpany incorporated pursuant to article eleven of this
chapter, a not-for-profit corporation or charitable organization which
has as one of its primary purposes the inprovenent of housing for
persons of lowincone, a wholly-owned subsidiary of such a corporation
or organization, a partnership at least fifty percent of the controlling
interest of which is held by such a corporation or organization and
which has agreed to limt profits or rate of return of investors in
accordance with a fornula established or approved by the corporation or
a private devel oper which has agreed to limt profits or rate of return
of investors in accordance with a fornula established or approved by the
corporation, a city, town, village or county, provided, however, that
the county is only acting as an adninistrator of a program under which
projects are rehabilitated or constructed or nonresidential properties
are converted by other eligible applicants, or a nunicipal housing
authority created pursuant to the public housing |aw, provided, however,
that any real property of such housing authority to be rehabilitated,
constructed or converted under this article shall not have been financed
pursuant to the provisions of the public housing |law and shall not have
been owned by such authority prior to July first, nineteen hundred
eighty-six, and provided, further, however, that persons of |ow incone
shall not be direct recipients of paynents, grants or loans from the
corporation under this article but may receive such funds from anot her
eligible applicant.

3. "Affordabl e senior housing property" shall nean an apartnent buil d-
ing or conplex occupied by individuals over sixty yvears of age, who |ive
i ndependently and at |east eighty percent of whom have a total household
incone that does not exceed eighty percent of the area nedian incone,
and which apartnment building or conplex is not otherw se required to be
licensed as an adult care facility pursuant to article seven of the
social services law or an assisted living residence pursuant to article
forty-six-B of the public health |aw

4. "Healthy aging services" shall nean a limted array of optiona
services offered to residents of an affordable i ndependent seni or hous-
ing property on a voluntary participation basis that help pronote heal -
thy aging. which nmay include: establishing and naintaining networking
relationships with conmmuni ty-based services and organi zations; providing
residents with information and referral lists for comunity services;
arranging for educational and socialization prograns for residents:;
hel ping residents arrange for housekeeping, shopping. transportation
neal delivery services, cooking and/or aging services technol ogy; estab-
lishing resident safety prograns; helping residents to apply for govern-
nent benefits; advocating for residents; offering opportunities for
exercise; educating residents about healthy diet; and other services
designed to address the needs of older adults residing in independent
senior housing. In no instance shall an independent senior housing prop-
erty be considered or purport to provide assisted living unless it is a
facility licensed pursuant to section forty-six hundred fifty-six of the
public health | aw

8§ 1242. Affordable senior housing and services program 1. Establish-
nent. Wthin anpunts appropriated or otherwi se available therefor, the
corporation shall develop and adninister an affordable senior housing
and services program which shall provide assistance in the form of
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paynments, grants and | oans for reasonable and necessary expenses, to an
eligible applicant for the creation, preservation or inprovenent of
aff ordabl e senior housing properties, provided that such housing also
provides access to healthy aging services on a voluntary basis for al
residents of the affordable senior housing property.

2. Programcriteria. The corporation shall develop procedures, crite-
ria and requirenents related to the application and award of projects
pursuant to this section which shall include: eligibility, market
denmand, feasibility and funding criteria; the funding determ nation
process; supervision and evaluation of contracting applicants; report-
ing, budgeting and recordkeeping requirenents; provisions for nodifica-
tion and termnation of contracts; and such other matters not inconsist-
ent with the purposes and provisions of this article as the corporation
shal | deem necessary or appropriate.

3. Fund allocation. Sixty percent of the total funds awarded pursuant
to this article in any fiscal vyear shall be allocated to projects
located in urban areas of the state, as such termis defined in subdivi-
sion four of section twelve hundred thirty-one of this chapter. Forty
percent of the total funds awarded pursuant to this article in any
fiscal year shall be allocated to projects located in rural areas of the
state, as such termis defined in subdivision three of section twelve
hundred thirty-one of this chapter.

4. Proof of available services. Applicants shall denpbnstrate proof
that healthy aging services shall be nade available to all residents of
the property within thirty days of initial occupancy. There shall be no
requirenment that residents take part in such services. The property
owner or his or her agent shall be responsible for ensuring that such
services are available and that residents are nade aware of the avail -
ability of such services. |f the ower of the property or his or her
agent also provides services such as hone care, the owner or his or her
agent shall not require that any resident of the property use services
provided and shall proactively provide information to residents about
the availability of other conpanies or organizations in the commnity
that provide the sane or simlar services.

5. Services funding through the office for the aging. The corporation
shall suballocate a portion of the anbunt appropriated for the afforda-
ble senior housing and services programto the office for the aging
which shall provide grants on a conpetitive basis for not-for-profit
organi zations to provide healthy aging services. Such office shal
devel op regulations that will ensure that funds are provided to organ-
izations that develop and operate affordable senior housing properties,
as defined in this article. The office for the aging shall provide
grants to organizations that have denpnstrated experience working with
persons eligible for the programfor at |east three years.

6. Annual report. The corporation shall annually., on or before Decem
ber thirty-first, submit a report to the legislature on the inplenenta-

tion of this article. Such report shall include, but not be linmted to,
for each award nmde to a grantee under this article: a description of
such award; contract ampunt and cumul ative total; the specific activ-

ities in rural and urban areas perforned by such grantee; and such other
information as the corporation deens pertinent.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




