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AN ACT to anmend the executive law and the agriculture and narkets |aw,
inrelation to therapy dogs for persons with disabilities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 14 of section 296 of the executive l|aw, as
anended by chapter 141 of the laws of 2015, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

14. In addition to reasonable nodifications in policies, practices, or
procedures, including those defined in subparagraph (iv) of paragraph
(d) of subdivision two of this section or reasonabl e acconmodations for
persons with disabilities as otherwi se provided in this section, includ-
ing the use of an animal as a reasonable accommodation, it shall be an
unl awful discrimnatory practice for any person engaged in any activity
covered by this section to deny access or otherwise to discrimnate
against a blind person, a hearing inpaired person or a person with
anot her disability because he or she is acconpanied by a therapy dog., as
defined in subdivision twenty-six of section one hundred eight of the
agriculture and markets law, a dog that has been trained to work or
perform specific tasks for the benefit of such person by a professiona
guide dog, hearing dog or service dog training center or professiona
gui de dog, hearing dog or service dog trainer, or to discrimnate
agai nst such therapy dog, professional guide dog, hearing dog or service
dog trainer engaged in such training of a dog for use by a person with a
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disability, whether or not acconpanied by the person for whomthe dog is
being trained. This subdivision shall apply regardl ess of breed.

§ 2. Subdivision 26 of section 108 of the agriculture and narkets |aw,
as anmended by chapter 497 of the laws of 2017, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

26. "Therapy dog" means any dog that is trained to aid the enotional
and physical health of patients in hospitals, nursing hones, retirenent
honmes, personal residences, and other settings and is actually used for
such purpose, or any dog during the period such dog is being trained or
bred for such purpose, and does not qualify under federal or state |aw
or regulations as a service dog

8 3. Subdivision 1 of section 356 of the executive |law is amended to
read as foll ows:

1. A state veterans' service agency established by the division pursu-
ant to this article shall have power and it shall be its duty to inform
mlitary and naval authorities of the United States and assist menbers
of the arned forces and veterans, who are residents of this state, and
their famlies, in relation to (1) matters pertaining to educationa
training and retraining services and facilities, (2) health, nedical and
rehabilitation services and facilities, (3) provisions of federal, state
and | ocal laws and regul ations affording special rights and privileges
to nenbers of the armed forces and war veterans and their famlies, (4)
enpl oyment and re-enploynment services, [and] (5) housing services
including but not limted to instances of discrimnation, and (6) other
matters of simlar, related or appropriate nature. The state veterans
service agency also shall performsuch other duties as may be assi gned
by the state director

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




