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        AN ACT to amend the social services law and the real  property  law,  in
          relation to protecting homeless children from lead paint poisoning

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. Section 143-b of the social  services  law  is  amended  by
     2  adding a new subdivision 7 to read as follows:
     3    7. No state or local agency shall arrange to place a family consisting
     4  of  a  person or persons under six years of age or pregnant women in any
     5  dwelling unit constructed prior to  nineteen  hundred  seventy,  or,  in
     6  cities  with  a  population  of  one  million or more, any dwelling unit
     7  constructed prior to nineteen hundred sixty, for which the rent is  paid
     8  in  any  part  with state funds unless such dwelling unit has been first
     9  inspected by a person accredited pursuant  to  the  requirements  of  40
    10  C.F.R.  745.325  or successor regulation, governing the accreditation of
    11  individuals engaging in lead-based paint activities, and  determined  to
    12  be free of lead-based hazards, as defined by 42 U.S.C. §4851b(15) and 40
    13  C.F.R.   §745.103, or successor statute and regulation. A written report
    14  shall be prepared of such  inspection  and  shall  be  provided  to  the
    15  tenant.
    16    § 2. The real property law is amended by adding a new section 236-a to
    17  read as follows:
    18    §  236-a. Discrimination against persons and families receiving public
    19  assistance or governmental housing subsidies prohibited. 1. Any  person,
    20  firm  or  corporation  owning  or  having in charge any apartment house,
    21  tenement house or other building or  manufactured  home  park  used  for
    22  dwelling  purposes  who  shall  refuse  to  rent any or part of any such
    23  building or manufactured home park to  any  person  or  family,  or  who
    24  discriminates  in  the  terms,  conditions,  or  privileges  of any such
    25  rental, on the ground that such person or family receives public assist-
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     1  ance or any other government subsidy for payment of rent shall be guilty
     2  of a misdemeanor and on conviction thereof shall be punished by  a  fine
     3  of  not  less  than  five hundred nor more than one thousand dollars for
     4  each offense.
     5    2.(a)  Where  discriminatory  conduct  prohibited  by this section has
     6  occurred, an aggrieved individual shall have a cause of  action  in  any
     7  court  of competent jurisdiction for damages, declaratory and injunctive
     8  relief.
     9    (b) In all actions brought under this section, the court  shall  allow
    10  the  prevailing plaintiff reasonable attorney's fees and, upon a finding
    11  that the defendant's discriminatory conduct was willful,  an  additional
    12  amount  as liquidated damages equal to two thousand five hundred dollars
    13  shall be awarded.
    14    § 3. This act shall take effect immediately.


