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STATE OF NEW YORK

4926

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

March 3, 2017

Introduced by Sens. D AZ, HAMLTON, LATIMER -- read twi ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Consuner
Prot ection

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to providing tele-
phone equi pnent with voice dialing functions to certain persons wth
disabilities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The general business law is anmended by addi ng a new section
399-zz-1 to read as fol |l ows:

8 399-7zz-1. Residential voice dialing tel ephone equipnent. 1. For the
pur poses of this section: (a) "voice dialing tel ephone equipnent” shal
nean custoner prem ses equipnent such as tel ephone handsets, designed
for use on the residential prenises of a visually-inpaired person to
originate, route or termnate a tel ephone call

(b) "Consuner" or "purchaser" shall nmean: (i) a certified visually-im
paired retail custoner who purchases such equi pnent for personal use in
a place of residence where the addition of such equipnent is necessary
to enabl e such consuner to nake a tel ephone call and that (ii) neets the
incone eligibility requirenents for the New York lifeline program and

(c) "Seller" shall nean any retailer, distributor or nanufacturer who
sells or offers for sale residential voice dialing telephone equipnent
directly to a consuner or purchaser or places in the chain of distrib-
ution such equipnent to be ultinmately sold to a consuner.

2. Any manufacturer of residential voice dialing telephone equipnent

shall offer for sale such equipnent to consuners, as defined in this
section, at an anpunt not to exceed the actual cost of manufacturing the
equi pnent .

8§ 2. Every tel ephone corporation, as defined in section 2 of the
public service law, and every cable television conpany, as defined in
section 212 of public service law and any other provider of telephone

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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service

2

that provides tel ephone service to customers in New York state

shall provide notice to its custoners that voice dialing telephone

equi pnent

is avail abl e from manuf acturers at cost.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after

it shall

have becone a | aw.



