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        AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to the issuance
          of driving privilege cards

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section  1.  The  vehicle  and  traffic law is amended by adding a new
     2  section 531 to read as follows:
     3    § 531.  Driving  privilege  cards.  1.  Notwithstanding  any  contrary
     4  provision  of  law,  the commissioner may, subject to the limitations of
     5  subdivision two of this section, issue a driving  privilege  card  to  a
     6  person who satisfies the requirements for issuance of a driver's license
     7  pursuant  to  section  five  hundred  two  of  this title but who cannot
     8  provide:
     9    (a) proof of lawful presence in the United States; or
    10    (b) sufficient identifying documentation.
    11    2. An applicant shall not be issued a driving  privilege  card  unless
    12  such applicant:
    13    (a)  surrenders  to the commissioner any driver's license possessed by
    14  the applicant that was issued by a state or political subdivision of the
    15  United States or affirms in writing that the applicant does not  possess
    16  a driver's license issued by this or any other state or political subdi-
    17  vision of the United States; and
    18    (b)  affirms  in  writing that the applicant resides in this state and
    19  provides documentation to verify that the applicant resides in the state
    20  that is consistent with the regulations promulgated by the  commissioner
    21  pursuant to subdivision seven of this section; and
    22    (c) affirms in writing that the applicant is of legal age to operate a
    23  motor vehicle.
    24    3. An applicant for a driving privilege card shall pay all fees appli-
    25  cable  for  the  issuance  of  a  driver's license. The commissioner may
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     1  charge the applicant an additional  fee  to  offset  the  administrative
     2  costs  associated with the production and distribution of driving privi-
     3  lege cards.
     4    4.  A  driving privilege card shall be valid for one year from date of
     5  issue, provided, however, the commissioner may set a date for  an  indi-
     6  vidual  card's  expiration that is less than one year. While the card is
     7  valid, the holder shall have the same privileges and shall be  bound  by
     8  the same legal responsibilities with respect to the operation of a motor
     9  vehicle  as  the  holder  of  a driver's license issued pursuant to this
    10  title.
    11    5. A driving privilege card shall not be recognized as a form of iden-
    12  tification except for the  purpose  of  verifying  that  the  holder  is
    13  authorized to operate a motor vehicle while the card is valid.
    14    6.  Driving  privilege  cards shall include a digitized picture of the
    15  person to whom the card is issued. Driving privilege cards shall  appear
    16  similar  to  a  driver's  license  but  contain  a conspicuous statement
    17  substantially similar to the following: "This card entitles  the  person
    18  pictured  to  operate  a  motor  vehicle. Not for Federal identification
    19  purposes."
    20    7. The commissioner shall promulgate regulations,  including  but  not
    21  limited  to,  regulations  related to the form and design of the driving
    22  privilege card and specifying documentation necessary to verify that  an
    23  applicant resides in this state.
    24    § 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
    25  it  shall have become a law; provided, however that effective immediate-
    26  ly, the addition, amendment and/or repeal  of  any  rule  or  regulation
    27  necessary  for  the implementation of this act on its effective date are
    28  authorized and directed to be made  and  completed  on  or  before  such
    29  effective date.


