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STATE OF NEW YORK

4364

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 10, 2017

Introduced by Sen. LANZA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to courses of instruction
on the constitution of the United States and the federalist papers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 2 and 3 of section 801 of the education |aw,
subdi vision 2 as anmended by chapter 481 of the laws of 1949 and subdivi -
sion 3 as anended by chapter 574 of the laws of 1997, are anended and a
new subdi vision 6 is added to read as foll ows:

2. The regents shall prescribe courses of instruction in the history,
meani ng, significance and effect of the provisions of the constitution
of the United States, the anendnents thereto, the federalist papers, the
decl aration of independence, the constitution of the state of New York
and the amendnents thereto, to be nmaintained and followed in all of the
schools of the state. The boards of education and trustees of the
several cities and school districts of the state shall require instruc-
tion to be given in such courses, by the teachers enployed in the
schools therein. Al pupils attending such schools, in the eighth and
hi gher grades, shall attend upon such instruction.

Simlar courses of instruction shall be prescribed and maintained in
private schools in the state, and all pupils in such schools in grades
or classes corresponding to the instruction in the eighth and hi gher
grades of the public schools shall attend upon such courses. |If such
courses are not so established and namintained in a private school
attendance upon instruction in such school shall not be deenmed substan-
tially equivalent to instruction given to pupils in the public schools
of the city or district in which such pupils reside

3. The regents shall determ ne the subjects to be included in such
courses of instruction in patriotism citizenship, and human rights
i ssues, with particular attention to the study of the inhumanity of
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genocide, slavery (including the freedomtrail and underground rail -
road), the Hol ocaust, and the mass starvation in Ireland from 1845 to
1850, and in the history, nmeaning, significance and effect of the
provisions of the constitution of the United States, the amendnents
thereto, the federalist papers, the declaration of independence, the
constitution of the state of New York and the amendnents thereto, and
the period of instruction in each of the grades in such subjects. They
shal | adopt rules providing for attendance upon such instruction and for
such other matters as are required for carrying into effect the objects
and purposes of this section. The conm ssioner shall be responsible for
the enforcenent of such section and shall cause to be inspected and
supervise the instruction to be given in such subjects. The conmi ssi oner
may, in his discretion, cause all or a portion of the public schoo

nmoney to be apportioned to a district or city to be withheld for failure
of the school authorities of such district or city to provide instruc-
tion in such courses and to conpel attendance upon such instruction, as
herein prescribed, and for a non-conpliance wth the rules of the
regents adopted as herein provided.

6. The regents shall establish and inplenent a course of instruction
on the history, nmeaning, significance and effect of the federali st
papers and the provisions of the constitution of the United States and
all anendnents thereto. Such course of instruction established pursuant
to this subdivision shall be provided to all pupils in grades nine
through twel ve.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw.




