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STATE OF NEW YORK

4232

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 6, 2017

Introduced by Sens. KRUEGER, SERRANO -- read tw ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on El ections

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to increasing penalties
for certain violations

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 14-126 of the election |law, as amended by section 6
of subpart C of part H of chapter 55 of the | aws of 2014, subdivision 1
as separately anmended by section 1 of subpart B of part H of chapter 55
of the laws of 2014 and subdivision 3-a as added by section 11 of part A
of chapter 286 of the |aws of 2016, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8§ 14-126. Violations; penalties. 1. (a) Any person who fails to file a
staterment required to be filed by this article shall be subject to a
civil penalty, not in excess of one thousand dollars, to be recoverable
in a special proceeding or civil action to be brought by the chief
enforcenment counsel pursuant to section 16-114 of this chapter. Any
person who, three or nore tinmes within a given election cycle for such
term of office, fails to file a statenment or statenents required to be
filed by this article, shall be subject to a civil penalty, not in
excess of ten thousand dollars, to be recoverable as provided for in
this subdivision

(b) Al paynents received by the state board of elections pursuant to
this section shall be retained in the appropriate accounts as designated
by the division of the budget for enforcenent activities by the board of
el ecti ons.

2.  Any person who, acting as or on behalf of a candidate or politica
comm ttee, under circunstances evincing an intent to violate such |aw,
unlawful ly accepts a contribution in excess of a contribution [inmtation
established in this article, shall be required to refund such excess
anount and shall be subject to a civil penalty equal to the excess
anmount plus a fine of up to ten thousand dollars, to be recoverable in a
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special proceeding or civil action to be brought by the state board of
el ections chief enforcement counsel.

3. Any person who falsely identifies or knowingly fails to identify
any i ndependent expenditure as required by subdivision two of section
14-107 of this [artiete] title shall be subject to a civil penalty up to
one thousand dollars or up to the cost of the communication, whichever
is greater, in a special proceeding or civil action brought by the state
board of elections chief enforcenent counsel or inposed directly by the
state board of elections. For purposes of this subdivision, the term
"person” shall nean a person, group of persons, corporation, unincorpo-
rated business entity, |abor organization or business, trade or profes-
sional association or organization or political commttee.

eestions—]
4, Any person who, acting as or on behalf of a candidate or politica

comm ttee, under circunstances evincing an intent to violate such |aw
unlawfully (a) expends canpaign funds for a personal use in violation of
this article, or (b)) conducts activities prohibited by this article,
shall be subject to a civil penalty, not in excess of ten thousand
dollars, to be recoverable in a special proceeding or civil action to be
brought by the state board of el ections.

5. Any person who knowingly and willfully fails to file a statenent
required to be filed by this article within ten days after the date
provided for filing such statenment or any person who knowingly and will -
fully violates any other provision of this article shall be guilty of a
m sdeneanor .

[5-] 6. Any person who knowingly and willfully contributes, accepts or
aids or participates in the acceptance of a contribution in an anmount
exceedi ng an applicable maxi num specified in this article shall be guil-
ty of a class A m sdeneanor.

[6~-] 7. Any person who shall, acting on behalf of a candidate or poli-
tical committee, knowingly and willfully solicit, organize or coordi nate
the formation of activities of one or nore unauthorized commttees, make
expenditures in connection with the nonmination for election or election
of any candidate, or solicit any person to make any such expenditures,
for the purpose of evading the contribution limtations of this article,
shall be guilty of a class E felony.

8. Any person who, under circunstances evincing an intent to violate
this article, establishes a partnership for the sole purpose of evading
the contribution limts that would otherwi se apply to that individual in
violation of subdivision two of section 14-120 of this title shall be
subject to a civil penalty equal to two tines the anount contributed by
the partnership in excess of the contribution limts that would other-
Wi se apply to that individual plus a fine of up to ten thousand dollars,
to be recoverable in a special proceeding or civil action to be brought
by the state board of elections.

9. Any person who, under circunstances evincing an intent to violate

this article, establishes a limted liability conpany for the sole
pur pose of evading the contribution limts that would otherw se apply to
that i ndividual in violation of section 14-120 of this title shall be

subject to a civil penalty equal to two tines the anpunt contributed by
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the limted liability conpany in excess of the contribution linmts that
woul d otherwi se apply to that individual plus a fine of up to ten thou-
sand dollars, to be recoverable in a special proceeding or civil action
to be brought by the state board of el ections.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




