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        AN ACT to amend the education law and the state finance law, in relation
          to establishing the higher education community service opportunity act

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section  1.  The education law is amended by adding a new article 14-B
     2  to read as follows:
     3                                ARTICLE 14-B
     4             HIGHER EDUCATION COMMUNITY SERVICE OPPORTUNITY ACT
     5  Section 696. Short title.
     6          696-a. Legislative findings.
     7          696-b. Definitions.
     8          696-c. Council on higher education  community  service  opportu-
     9                   nity.
    10          696-d. Recognition of community service activities.
    11          696-e. Reports.
    12    §  696.  Short title. This article shall be known and may be cited and
    13  referred to as the "higher education community service opportunity act".
    14    § 696-a.  Legislative  findings.  The  legislature  hereby  finds  and
    15  declares  that  pressing  social  needs  and  problems  remain unmet and
    16  unsolved despite the greatest efforts of government, and that the desire
    17  of all Americans to address these problems remains resolute. The  legis-
    18  lature  also finds that all Americans hold the keys to improved communi-
    19  ties and better citizenship through service to state  and  country  that
    20  affirms  their  shared  values and hopes. As well, the legislature finds
    21  that civic and social responsibility can  best  be  learned  by  partic-
    22  ipation  in community organizations and in service to those citizens who
    23  demonstrate social need, such as the elderly, the infirm, the poor,  the
    24  homeless and the disenfranchised.
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     1    The  legislature  affirms its commitment to and decries any diminution
     2  of public support of postsecondary education in New York state,  in  the
     3  form  of  direct subsidies of public institutions, grants to independent
     4  institutions, and general awards of student financial  aid.  It  further
     5  finds  that  students benefit from such support throughout the course of
     6  their lives and careers by increased opportunity, enhanced earning power
     7  and the prospect of upward social mobility;  that  in  return  for  this
     8  assistance  and  its  resulting  advantages  students  owe  some form of
     9  acknowledgement to the society that has helped sustain  them  and  their
    10  dreams.
    11    The legislature therefore finds that unmet social needs and the desire
    12  of those who have benefitted from society's assistance with their educa-
    13  tion  to  return  something to society are not exclusive of one another;
    14  that pressing human, educational, environmental and public safety  needs
    15  can  be  met by offering students the opportunity to repay their debt by
    16  helping to meet those needs before, during or after their  postsecondary
    17  academic careers without displacing existing workers.
    18    §  696-b.  Definitions.  As  used in this article, the following terms
    19  shall have the following meanings unless otherwise specified:
    20    1. "Community service" shall mean service which is designed to improve
    21  the quality of life for community residents or to solve particular prob-
    22  lems related to their needs including, but not limited to,  such  fields
    23  as  health  care,  child care, services to the elderly, the disabled and
    24  the infirm, literacy  training,  education,  welfare,  social  services,
    25  transportation,  housing  and  neighborhood  improvement, public safety,
    26  volunteer fire and ambulance  service,  crime  prevention  and  control,
    27  recreation,  rural development, community improvement, careers in public
    28  service, and public advocacy.
    29    2. "Council" shall mean the  council  on  higher  education  community
    30  service  opportunity created by section six hundred ninety-six-c of this
    31  article.
    32    3. "Critical shortage area" shall mean any  geographical  area  desig-
    33  nated  by  the council on higher education community service opportunity
    34  as having a shortage of persons qualified  to  fill  unmet  educational,
    35  health care, human service, environmental or public safety needs.
    36    4.  "Critical  shortage occupation" shall mean any occupation, profes-
    37  sion, trade or vocation designated by the council  on  higher  education
    38  community service opportunity as having an insufficient number of quali-
    39  fied  personnel  to  fill unmet educational, health care, human service,
    40  environmental or public safety needs.
    41    5. "Public support for postsecondary education" shall  include  awards
    42  to students under the tuition assistance program pursuant to section six
    43  hundred  sixty-seven  of this title, tax dollars appropriated for public
    44  institutions, and student financial aid derived from state aid to  inde-
    45  pendent  colleges and universities pursuant to article one hundred twen-
    46  ty-nine of this chapter.
    47    § 696-c. Council on higher education community service opportunity. 1.
    48  There is hereby created within the higher education services corporation
    49  a council on higher education community service  opportunity  consisting
    50  of  fourteen  members  as follows: the commissioner, the commissioner of
    51  health, the commissioner of the office of children and family  services,
    52  the  commissioner  of  environmental  conservation,  the director of the
    53  state office for the aging, the chancellor of the  state  university  of
    54  New  York,  the  chancellor  of the city university of New York, and the
    55  president of the higher education services corporation or  their  desig-
    56  nees  under  written  designation;  and  six  additional  members  to be
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     1  appointed by the governor, including  two  members  appointed  upon  the
     2  recommendation  of the temporary president of the senate and two members
     3  appointed upon the recommendation of the speaker of the assembly.    The
     4  council  shall  include  at  least  one representative of an independent
     5  institution of higher education and at least one student. Due  consider-
     6  ation  shall be given to the appointment of members recognized for their
     7  expertise in the fields  of  education  and  community  service  issues.
     8  Members  of  the council shall designate one of the appointed members as
     9  chairperson and one as vice chairperson. The  president  of  the  higher
    10  education services corporation shall serve as chief administrative offi-
    11  cer  of  the  council.  The council shall terminate September first, two
    12  thousand nineteen.
    13    2. The council shall meet once each annual quarter and  as  frequently
    14  as  its business may require. The appointed members of the council shall
    15  be reimbursed for their reasonable and  necessary  traveling  and  other
    16  expenses  incurred in the performance of their official duties. No addi-
    17  tional compensation for services rendered pursuant to this article shall
    18  be received by members of the council.
    19    § 696-d. Recognition of community service activities. 1. Each  student
    20  who  attends  a postsecondary institution in the state of New York shall
    21  be deemed to have incurred an obligation to the citizens of New York for
    22  an allocable share of state support for  postsecondary  education.  Such
    23  obligation shall be met through involvement in not less than forty hours
    24  of  community  service  activities  pursuant  to this article within ten
    25  years after the student ceases to be a student; provided, however,  that
    26  a student may apply community service credits accrued prior to or during
    27  his  or her postsecondary academic career toward fulfilling such service
    28  obligation. Within one year after the student ceases to be a student, he
    29  or she shall apply to the council, on such form  as  the  council  shall
    30  prescribe,  for  approval  of a community service option to fulfill such
    31  obligation. Such form shall include an election  to  fulfill  the  obli-
    32  gation pursuant to subdivision four of this section.
    33    2.  The  council  shall (a) maintain an inventory of community service
    34  opportunities eligible for consideration, including a list  of  critical
    35  shortage areas of New York state and a list of critical shortage occupa-
    36  tions;  (b)  establish  a  schedule of the relative dollar value of each
    37  component of community service against which a student's obligation  may
    38  be amortized; (c) establish a time period during which the student shall
    39  fulfill the obligation.
    40    3.  A  student  may  apply  to the council for approval of a community
    41  service component of his or her own design. If the council accepts  such
    42  community  service component, it shall establish a relative dollar value
    43  as provided in paragraph (b) of subdivision two of this section.
    44    4. In the event a student elects not to become involved in a community
    45  service option or fails to satisfactorily fulfill his or her obligation,
    46  the council shall be entitled to recover from the student an  amount  to
    47  be determined by the formula:
    48                                  A = B (t-s)
    49                                      ------
    50                                          t
    51  in  which  "A"  is  the  amount  of  repayment;  "B" is the value of the
    52  student's allocable share of public support for postsecondary education;
    53  "t" is the total number of months in the student's period  of  obligated
    54  services  as established by the council; and "s" is the number of months
    55  of service actually rendered by the student. Any amount which the  coun-
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     1  cil  is  entitled to recover under this subdivision shall be paid within
     2  the ten-year period specified in subdivision one of this section.
     3    5.  The  council  shall establish a higher education community service
     4  loan program to provide low-interest  loans  for  students  who  make  a
     5  commitment to engage in community service. Such loans shall be funded by
     6  the  higher  education  community  service opportunity trust fund estab-
     7  lished by section ninety-nine-aa of the state finance law. In the  event
     8  a  student fails to fulfill his or her community service commitment, any
     9  loan provided under this subdivision shall become  due  and  payable  in
    10  full,  including remaining principal and interest; provided further that
    11  the council shall be entitled to recover a penalty equal to the interest
    12  on the full amount of the original loan.
    13    6. The council shall establish criteria whereby a student may,  before
    14  or  during his or her postsecondary academic career, engage in community
    15  service and establish credits which can be applied to the service  obli-
    16  gation upon graduation.
    17    7.  Amounts  recovered  pursuant to subdivisions four and five of this
    18  section shall be deposited in the  higher  education  community  service
    19  opportunity  trust  fund  established  by  section ninety-nine-aa of the
    20  state finance law.
    21    8. Any obligation to comply with  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be
    22  cancelled  upon  the  death  of the student. The council shall establish
    23  criteria for the waiver or suspension of any financial obligation  which
    24  would involve extreme hardship.
    25    9. The council shall develop a program to establish effective communi-
    26  ty  service  connections  between  institutions  of higher education and
    27  their respective communities. It  shall  oversee  the  dissemination  of
    28  information  regarding  existing  community  service opportunities, make
    29  community service connections  between  students  and  the  communities,
    30  encourage  the  integration  of  public  and  community service into the
    31  curriculum, provide guidance  and  coordination,  monitor  and  evaluate
    32  community  service  programs and activities, promote the continuation of
    33  public and community service, and encourage lenders to  develop  low-in-
    34  terest  loan programs for postsecondary students as an incentive to seek
    35  out community service  opportunities  before,  during  and  after  their
    36  academic careers.
    37    §  696-e. Reports. 1. A student who elects to fulfill his or her obli-
    38  gation through community service shall report to the council,  on  forms
    39  prescribed  by  it, at the end of each calendar year of such service, as
    40  to the performance of the community service continuing until the student
    41  shall have completed, or it is determined he or she shall not  be  obli-
    42  gated to complete, such service obligation.
    43    2.  The  council  shall  report by September first of each year to the
    44  governor, the temporary president of the  senate,  the  speaker  of  the
    45  assembly and the chairs of the fiscal and higher education committees of
    46  the senate and assembly on the progress of the program and the receipts,
    47  disbursements  and  balances  in  the higher education community service
    48  opportunity trust fund.
    49    § 2. The state finance law is amended by adding a new section 99-aa to
    50  read as follows:
    51    § 99-aa. Higher education community service opportunity trust fund. 1.
    52  There is hereby created in the joint custody of  the  state  comptroller
    53  and  the  commissioner of taxation and finance a fund to be known as the
    54  higher education community service opportunity trust fund.
    55    2. Such fund shall consist of monies specifically appropriated by  the
    56  legislature  for  implementing  or  supporting the provisions of article
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     1  fourteen-B of the education law; monies deposited pursuant  to  subdivi-
     2  sion  four  of  section  six  hundred ninety-six-d of the education law;
     3  monies derived from private gifts, bequests and donations;  and  federal
     4  funds  specified  for community service activities; and any other monies
     5  credited or transferred thereto from any other fund or sources  pursuant
     6  to law.
     7    3.  Monies of the fund, following appropriation by the legislature and
     8  allocation by the director of the budget, shall be available for support
     9  of academic performance awards provided by subdivision  one  of  section
    10  six hundred five of the education law.
    11    4.  Monies  shall be payable from the fund on the audit and warrant of
    12  the comptroller on vouchers approved by the chief administrative officer
    13  of the council on higher education community service opportunity.
    14    § 3.  This act shall take effect September 1, 2017, provided, however,
    15  that sections 696-d and 696-e of the education law, as added by  section
    16  one of this act, shall take effect September 1, 2018.


