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STATE OF NEW YORK

4110

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

February 3, 2017

Introduced by Sen. SANDERS -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on El ections

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to enacting the "NYC
instant run-off wvoting act"; and to repeal subdivision 5 of section
3-705 and subdivision 6 of section 3-709 of the adm nistrative code of
the city of New York relating to certain run-off elections in the city
of New Yor k

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "NYC i nstant run-off voting act".

§ 2. Legislative findings. The |l egislature hereby finds and declares
that the run-off systemof voting in primary el ections for the offices
of mayor, conptroller and public advocate in New York city 1is unduly
expensive and generates an unacceptably |ow turnout of voters. Addi-
tionally, the absence of any run-off systemat all for the offices of
borough president and council menber has resulted in candi dates being
elected with much less than a majority of the votes cast, and signif-
icantly dilutes mnority voting power when nmultiple minority candidates
compete for the same office. In an "instant run-off" system voters rank
candi dates by order of preference, and if no candi date receives a major-
ity of first-place votes, the top two candi dates have the votes of elim
i nated candi dates redistributed to themin order of each voter's prefer-
ence. The candidate with the nbst votes after this "second round" is the
wi nner. An instant run-off voting systemelimnates the need for a cost-
Iy and sparsely attended second el ection, rewards candi dates who broaden
their appeal as widely as possible, and pronbtes minority representation
by limting the dilution of mnority voting power when nultiple mnority
candi dates are on the ballot for the same office.

§ 3. Section 6-162 of the election | aw, as anended by chapter 424 of
the |l aws of 2010, is amended to read as foll ows:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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elections—] Instant run-off voting in New York city. 1. FElections for

nunicipal office in the city of New York shall use an "instant run-off
voting" system

2. On every ballot using instant run-off voting, the voters shall be
given the opportunity to rank candidates in the order of their prefer-
ence.

3. The follow ng procedures shall be used to deternmine wnners in
instant run-off voting:

(a) The ballots shall be counted initially according to the first
choice marked on each ballot. If one candidate receives forty percent of
the votes cast, the board of elections shall certify that candidate as
the wi nner.

(b) If at the end of the initial round of counting, no candidate
received forty percent of first choices, all candidates shall be elim-
nated except the two candidates with the greatest nunber of first choic-
es. The board of elections shall then conduct a second. final round of
counting in which ballots that rank elinmnated candidates as a first
choice and that indicate one of the unelinminated candidates as an alter-
native choice shall be counted as votes for whichever of the unelini -
nated candidates is ranked higher on each ballot. In the second round,
each ballot is counted as one vote for the hi ghest ranked candidate on
that ballot who has not been elinmnated. The candidate with the greater
nunber of votes in the second round shall be certified as the w nner.

(c) In case of atie between candidates such that two or nore candi -
dates have an equal nunber of first choices and nore than two candi dates
qualify for the second round, instant run-off voting shall be used to
det erni ne which two candidates shall advance to the second round.

8 4. Subdivision 5 of section 3-705 of the adm nistrative code of the
city of New York is REPEALED.

8 5. Subdivision 6 of section 3-709 of the admnistrative code of the
city of New York is REPEALED.

8§ 6. This act shall take effect inmediately.




