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        AN  ACT  to amend the state technology law and the state finance law, in
          relation to training and education courses for certain organizations

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section  1.  Section  103  of  the  state technology law is amended by
     2  adding a new subdivision 22 to read as follows:
     3    22. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any fire  district  or
     4  volunteer  fire  company  or  volunteer  ambulance  company or statewide
     5  organization that represents the interests of the volunteer fire service
     6  and/or the volunteer ambulance service shall be eligible to  participate
     7  in the program commonly referred to or known as the Empire Knowledgebank
     8  or  any  such  successor  program offered by the office. The director is
     9  authorized and directed to adopt, amend  or  rescind  any  rules  and/or
    10  regulations  necessary or convenient to implement the provisions of this
    11  section. For purposes of this section, the term "volunteer fire company"
    12  shall mean a fire company as such term is defined in section one hundred
    13  of the general municipal law and the term "volunteer ambulance  company"
    14  shall  mean  a  voluntary  ambulance  service as such term is defined in
    15  section one hundred of the general municipal law.
    16    § 2. Subdivision 3 of section 99-q of the state finance law, as  added
    17  by chapter 490 of the laws of 2009, is amended to read as follows:
    18    3.  Moneys  in  such  fund shall be expended only to provide grants to
    19  volunteer firefighting and volunteer  emergency  services  organizations
    20  and  to  statewide organizations which represent the interests of volun-
    21  teer firefighters and/or volunteer emergency services providers for  the
    22  purpose  of encouraging the recruitment and retention of volunteer fire-
    23  fighters and volunteer emergency services personnel. Such  purposes  may
    24  include,  but  need  not  be limited to:   participation in training and
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     1  education courses offered pursuant to subdivision twenty-two of  section
     2   development and implemen-one hundred three of the state technology law,
     3  tation  of marketing plans, publicity campaigns, and community awareness
     4  initiatives; design, production and distribution of promotional merchan-
     5  dise,  brochures  and  other  materials;  sponsorship of local community
     6  events designed to  help  recruit  volunteers;  newspaper  publications,
     7  promotional  mailings  and  other  advertising  designed to help recruit
     8  volunteers.
     9    § 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day  after  it  shall
    10  have  become  a  law,  provided however that, effective immediately, the
    11  addition, amendment and/or repeal of any rule  or  regulation  necessary
    12  for  the implementation of this act on its effective date are authorized
    13  to be made on or before such effective date.


