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| N SENATE

January 26, 2017

Introduced by Sen. COWRIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Consuner Protection

AN ACT to anend the general business law, in relation to fair practices
in the sale of entertai nment tickets

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
"Fair practices in the sale of entertainnment tickets act".

8 2. Legislative findings and declarations. The legislature finds and
decl ares that transactions involving tickets for adm ssion to places of
entertainment are a matter of public interest and subject to the super-
vision of New York state and the appropriate political subdivisions of
the state for the purpose of safeguarding the public against fraud,
extortion, price gouging and simlar abuses.

The legislature finds that venues, pronoters and entertainers routine-
ly set aside thousands of tickets prior to the public sale. The |egis-
lature further finds that these tickets then are sold at prices far
above face val ue.

Wth sone concerts, as few as two thousand or three thousand tickets
m ght be available to the general public in an arena with nore than
fifteen thousand seats. This is especially a concern when the place of
entertainment is a venue that receives significant tax credits or
rebates fromthe state. The |l egislature seeks to ensure that the public
has full notice of and information relating to the sale of tickets at
pl aces of entertainment in New York state.

8 3. The general business |aw is anended by adding a new article 40 to
read as foll ows:

ARTI CLE 40
FAI R PRACTI CES I N THE SALE OF ENTERTAI NMENT Tl CKETS
Section 900. Definitions.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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901. Public disclosure of ticket sales and availability and
nunbers thereof.
902. Cvil penalty.

8 900. Definitions. As used in this article the followi ng terns shal
have the neanings as indicated:

1. "Entry fee" nmeans the price fixed for a ticket at the tinme of
initial sale by the operator of any place of entertainment for adm ssion
to an event.

2. "Event" neans all forns of entertainnent at places of entertai nnent
including, but not limted to, performances, concerts, nusical and al
types of athletic conpetitions including football, basketball, baseball
boxing, tennis, hockey, and any other sport. Event shall not nean any
kind of performance regularly scheduled to take place on a daily basis
at the same venue over the course of one or nore weeks.

3. "Operator" neans any person who | eases, owns, operates, or controls

a place of entertainment or who pronptes or produces an event held at a
pl ace of entertainnent.

4. "Place of entertainnent” neans any privately or publicly owned
| eased or operated location that has a permanent seating capacity in
excess of three thousand persons including but not limted to a theater,
stadium arena, racetrack, or other place where performnces, concerts,
athletic ganmes or contests are held for which an entry fee is charged.

5. "Sale date" nmeans the first day tickets are nmade available for
purchase._

6. "Ticket" neans any evidence of the right of entry to any place of
ent ertai nnent.

7. "Ticket office" nmeans a building or other structure |ocated other
than at the place of entertainnment, at which the operator or the opera-
tor's agent offers tickets for first sale to the public.

8 901. Public disclosure of ticket sales and availability and nunbers
thereof. 1. Al operators who sell tickets for entertainment at places
of entertainnment shall be required to post the nunber of total seats for
the event, nunber of tickets for sale to the general public on the sale
date, the nunmber of tickets for sale as VIP tickets prior to the sale
date, the nunber of tickets sold through the entertainer's or sport
teamls fan club or other pronotional opportunity prior to the sale date,
and the nunber of tickets that will be nade available for free whether
by the operator, entertainer or sporting team

2. This information shall be available at the ticket office and posted
on the pronpter's website no less than forty-eight hours prior to the
sale date for the event.

8 902. Civil penalty. Any person, firm corporation or association or
agent or enployee thereof who fails to conply with this article shall be
liable to a civil penalty of not nore than one thousand dollars for each
violation., which shall accrue to the state of New York and nmay be recov-
ered in a civil action.

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately.




