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STATE OF NEW YORK

3520

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 24, 2017

Introduced by Sen. FLANAGAN -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to the educational prepa-
ration for practice of professional nursing

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The Ilegislature hereby finds and declares that with the
i ncreasing conplexity of the American healthcare system and rapidly
expandi ng technology, the educational preparation of the registered
prof essi onal nurse nmust be expanded. The nurse of the future nust be
prepared to partner with multiple disciplines as a collaborator and
manager of the conplex patient care journey. Shorter lengths of stays,
hi gher patient acuity, and nore sophisticated technol ogi es and proce-
dures are increasing the conplexity of patient care - which in turn
pl aces great demands on nursing conpetencies. QOher countries are
respondi ng to these changes by requiring the baccal aureate degree as an
entry requirement for nursing licensure while other professions are
demandi ng master and doctoral degrees as their entry point. Severa
recent research studies clearly denonstrate the added val ue of addi-
tional education in relation to inproved patient outcones; one study
denmonstrates that each ten percent increase in the nunber of baccal au-
reate prepared nurses results in a five percent decrease in surgical
patient deaths. Therefore, the Ilegislature finds that expanding the
educational requirenments for the profession of nursing, while nmaintain-
ing the multiple entry points into the profession, is needed. This
| egislation affects future nurses graduating from associate degree or
di pl oma nursing prograns who would be required to obtain a baccal aureate
in nursing within ten vyears of initial licensure. Al current nurses
licensed in New York and students in prograns preparing for registered
professional nursing are to be exenpt fromthe new requirenent. This
legislation is mrrored after the progressive education requirenent for
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teachers in New York state. Nunmerous regulatory and accrediting bodies
have recommended this change as a neans to address sophisticated patient
care needs resulting fromshorter Iengths of stay, higher acuity and
nmore sophisticated interventions. This proposal is the result of a grow
ing body of research evidence that additional education results in
better patient outcones. Therefore by requiring the baccal aureate degree
for continued registration as a registered professional nurse this
|l egislation seeks to be responsive to neet the increasingly conplex
heal th care needs of the residents of New York state.

8 2. Subdivision 2 of section 6905 of the education |aw, as amended by
chapter 994 of the laws of 1971 and such section as renunbered by chap-
ter 50 of the laws of 1972, is anended to read as foll ows:

(2) Education: have received an education, and a diploma or degree in
prof essional nursing, in accordance with the conm ssioner's regul ations,_
and in order to continue to maintain registration as a registered
professional nurse in New York state, have attained a baccal aureate
degree in nursing within ten years of initial licensure in accordance
with the conmi ssioner's regulations. The departnment, in its discretion
may issue a conditional registration to a Ilicensee who fails to conplete
the baccal aureate degree but who agrees to neet the additional require-
nment within one vear. The fee for such a conditional registration shal
be the sane as, and in addition to, the fee for the triennial registra-
tion. The duration of such conditional registration shall be for one
year and may be extended, with the paynent of a fee, for no nore than
one additional year. Any licensee who is notified of the denial of a
registration for failure to conplete the additional educational require-
nments and who practices as a registered professional nurse w thout such
registration may be subject to disciplinary proceedings pursuant to
section sixty-five hundred ten of this title;

8 3. The provisions of this act shall not apply to:

a. any student entering a generic baccalaureate program preparing
regi stered professional nurses after the effective date of this act;

b. any student currently enrolled in, or having an application pendi ng
in, a program preparing registered nurses as of the effective date of
this act;

c. any person already licensed as a registered professional nurse or
any unlicensed graduate professional nurse who is eligible to take the
Nati onal Council Licensure Exam nation as of the effective date of this
act .

8 4. This act shall take effect i mediately and the comm ssi oner of
education is authorized to promulgate any rule or regulation necessary
to inplenment the provisions of this act.




