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STATE OF NEW YORK

3239

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 20, 2017

Introduced by Sen. RANZENHOFER -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on El ections

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to nedia disclosure
requirenents and political contribution Iimtations

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 14-107 of the &election law, as
added by section 2 of part A of chapter 286 of the laws of 2016, is
anended to read as foll ows:

2. Wenever any person makes an independent expenditure that costs one
thousand dollars or nore in the aggregate, such conmunication shal
clearly state the nanme of the person who paid for, or otherw se
publi shed or distributed the comuni cation [ard], state, with respect to
comuni cati ons regardi ng candidates, that the comunication was not
expressly authorized or requested by any candidate, or by any candi-
date's political comittee or any of its agents and shall in addition
disclose the names of the five contributors nmaking the largest tota
contributions to the person naking the independent expenditure, or if
there are fewer than five contributors, the nanmes of all contributors
during the prior twelve nonths. At a mninmum such disclosure shall read
"this communication has been sponsored by ----. This conmunication was
not expressly authorized or requested by any candidate, or by any candi-
date's political committee or any of its agents. The names of the five
|l argest contributors to the sponsor during the past twelve nonths are:

8§ 2. Subdivision 1 of section 14-114 of the election |law, as anended
by chapter 79 of the |aws of 1992, paragraphs a and b as anended by
chapter 659 of the laws of 1994, is anmended to read as foll ows:

1. The following limtations apply to all contributions to candi dates
for election to any public office or for nomination for any such office,
or for election to any party positions, and to all «contributions to

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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political conmmttees working directly or indirectly with any candi date
to aid or participate in such candidate's nom nation or election, other
than any contributions to any party conmittee or constituted comittee:
a. In any election for a public office to be voted on by the voters of
the entire state, or for nomnation to any such office, no contributor
may nake a contribution to any candidate or political commttee, and no
candidate or political committee may accept any contribution from any
contributor, which is in the aggregate anmobunt greater than: (i) in the
case of any nomination to public office, the product of the total nunber
of enrolled voters in the candidate's party in the state, excluding
voters in inactive status, multiplied by $.005, but such anount shall be
not |less than four thousand dollars nor nore than twelve thousand
doll ars |[as—inerecased—eor—decreased—bhy—the—cost—ollving—adiustaent
descri-bed—i-n—paragraph—c—of—thi-s—subdid-sion], and (ii) in the case of

any election to a public office, twenty-five thousand doIIars [as

paragraph—e——of—this—subdid-sioenr] ; provi ded homever, that the maxi mum

anount which may be so contributed or accepted, in the aggregate, from
any candidate's child, parent, grandparent, brother and sister, and the
spouse of any such persons, shall not exceed in the case of any nom -
nation to public office an anount equivalent to the product of the
nunber of enrolled voters in the candidate's party in the state, exclud-
ing voters in inactive status, multiplied by $. 025, and in the case of
any election for a public office, an anobunt equivalent to the product of
the nunber of registered voters in the state excluding voters in inac-
tive status, nmultiplied by $.025.

b. In any other election for party position or for election to a
public office or for nomnation for any such office, no contributor may
make a contribution to any candidate or political committee and no
candidate or political comittee may accept any contribution from any
contributor, which is in the aggregate anount greater than: (i) in the
case of any election for party position, or for nomnation to public
of fice, the product of the total nunber of enrolled voters in the candi-
date's party in the district in which he is a candidate, excluding
voters in inactive status, multiplied by $.05, and (ii) in the case of
any election for a public office, the product of the total nunber of
registered voters in the district, excluding voters in inactive status,
mul tiplied by $.05 however in the case of a nomnation within the city
of New York for the office of nmayor, public advocate or conptroller,
such anount shall be not | ess than four thousand dollars nor nore than
tmelve t housand doIIars [as—+ne#eased—e#—deereased—by—the—eest—eL—L+¥+ng

]; in the case of
an election within the city of New York for the office of mayor, public
advocate or conptroller tmenty f|ve thousand doIIars [as——+nereased——e#

Lth—sude¥LsLen]; in the case of a nonlnatron for state senator four
thousand dollars [as——+nereased——er——dee#eased——by——the—eest—eL—L+¥+ng
" ; : I

]; in the case of
an eIectron for state senator, six thousand two hundred frfty doIIars

]; in the case of an electlon or nomi -
natron for a menber of the assenbly, tmenty-five hundred dollars J[as

paFagLaph—e—e#—th+s—subd+¥+€+4#ﬂ; but in no event shall any such nmaxi mum
exceed [H4+Hy] twenty-five thousand dollars or be |l ess than one thousand
dol |l ars; provided however, that the maxi rum amunt which my be so
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contributed or accepted, in the aggregate, fromany candidate's child,
parent, grandparent, brother and sister, and the spouse of any such
persons, shall not exceed in the case of any election for party position
or nonmination for public office an anpbunt equivalent to the nunber of
enrolled voters in the candidate's party in the district in which he is
a candi date, excluding voters in inactive status, multiplied by $.25 and
in the case of any election to public office, an anbunt equivalent to
the nunmber of registered voters in the district, excluding voters in
inactive status, multiplied by $.25; or twelve hundred fifty dollars,
whi chever is greater, or in the case of a nomnation or election of a
state senator, twenty thousand dollars, whichever is greater, or in the
case of a nomination or election of a menber of the assenbly twelve
thousand five hundred dollars, whichever is greater, but in no event
shal | any such naX|nun1exceed one hundred thousand dol | ars.

8 3. Subdivision 10 of section 14-114 of the election | aw, as added by
chapter 79 of the laws of 1992, is anended to read as foll ows:

10. [a-] No contributor may make a contribution to a party or consti-
tuted conmittee and no such commttee nmay accept a contribution from any
contributor which, in the aggregate, is greater than [siody—tws] twen-

y—f|v thousand [L+¥e—hund¥£wﬂ doIIars per annum

8§ 4. Section 14-116 of the election |law, subdivision 1 as redesignated
by chapter 9 of the | aws of 1978 and subdivision 2 as anended by chapter
260 of the |aws of 1981, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8§ 14-116. Political «contributions by certain organizations. 1. No
corporation [e+], limted liability conpany, joint-stock association,_
uni ncorporated business entity, |abor organization, association, group
organi zation, conmmttee or political conmittee, other than a party
connittee d0|ng buS|ness [ +r] mnth|n or mnthout thls state [ except—a

pu#peses——t##ﬁkq shaII dlrectly or |nd|rectly pay or use or offer,
consent or agree to pay or use any noney or property for or in aid of
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any candidate, political party, conmttee or organization, or for, or in
aid of, any corporation, joint-stock or other association organi zed or
mai ntai ned for political purposes, or for, or in aid of, any candidate
for political office or for nomination for such office, or for any poli-
tical purpose whatever, or for the reinbursenment or indemification of
any person for noneys or property so used. Any officer, director, stock-

hol der, nenber, owner, attorney or agent of any corporation [e], limt-
ed liability conpany, joint-stock association, unincorporated business
entity, |labor organization, association, group, organization, conmttee

or political conmttee, other than a party committee, doing business
within or without this state which violates any of the provisions of
this section, who participates in, aids, abets or advises or consents to
any such violations, and any person who solicits or knowingly receives
any noney or property in violation of this section, shall be guilty of a
m sderreanor .

2. Notw thstanding the provisions of subdivision one of this section,
any corporation,_ limted [liability conpany. joint-stock association,
uni ncorporated business entity, | abor organization, association, group
organi zation, conmittee or political committee, other than a party
conm ttee, doing business within or without this state or an organiza-
tion financially supported in whole or in part[+~] by any such [eerpe—
ratioen] entity may make expenditures, including contributions, not
ot herwi se prohibited by law, for political purposes, in an anmpunt not to
exceed five thousand dollars in the aggregate in any calendar Vyear;
provided that no public wutility shall use revenues received fromthe
rendition of public service within the state for contributions for poli-
tical purposes unless such cost is charged to the sharehol ders of such a
public service corporation.

8 5. If any part or provision of this act is adjudged by a court of
conpetent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional or otherwi se invalid, the
remai ning portions of this act shall be deened null and void.

8 6. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be made on or
bef ore such effective date.




