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STATE OF NEW YORK

3050

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 19, 2017

Introduced by Sens. SERRANO, BAILEY, PARKER -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Cultura
Affairs, Tourism Parks and Recreation

AN ACT to anend the parks, recreation and historic preservation law, in
relation to the naintenance and preservation of state historic sites

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative finding. The |egislature hereby finds that the
state has long acted on the recognition that the historical, archeol ogi-
cal, architectural and cultural heritage of the state as represented in
state historic sites are anmongst the npbst inportant environnmental assets
of the state and that they should be carefully naintained and preserved
for future generations.

8§ 2. The parks, recreation and historic preservation |aw is amended by
addi ng a new section 14.11 to read as foll ows:

8 14.11 Maintenance and preservation of state historic sites. 1.
State historic sites shall be subject to the highest standards of care
custody and control to assure their preservation for future generations.
For the purposes of this section, "nothballing” shall nean the process
of tenporarily closing a historic structure that involves controlling
the long-term deterioration of the building while it is unoccupied as
well as finding nethods to protect it from sudden loss by fire or
vandalism and "seasonal" shall nean a period of tine not to exceed six
nont hs in any given year.

2. During the process of deternmining the viability of the office main-
taining a historic site open to the public, the conn ssioner shall
produce a witten outline of alternative actions that include, but are
not limted to the preparation of a request for proposals for the estab-
lishnment of a non-profit group that would contract with the office to
nmaintain the historic site following the agency's established criteria
and best practices and an econonic inpact statenment on the proposed

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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closing of the site. This outline and econom c inpact statenent will be
made available to the public and a copy shall be delivered to the gover-
nor, the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary president of the
senate, and the chairs of the assenbly conmittee on tourism parks, arts
and sports developnent and the senate conmittee on cultural affairs,
tourism parks and recreation. Follow ng the publication of the outline
of alternative actions, a public comment period of no less than thirty
days shall be inplenented followed by at |east one public hearing on the
proposed actions by the agency.

3. If it has been determi ned both by the comr ssioner and the board
that a state historic site shall be closed to the public and not fully
nai ntained for a period to exceed the nornal seasonal |inmit previously
in place, the conm ssioner shall adhere to the standards of the United
States Secretary of the Interior for the nothballing of historic build-
ings. Such secretary's standards for historic preservation are the
establ i shed and acknow edged standards for historic site and building
preservation throughout the nation. Such standards for the npthballing
of historic buildings focus on the steps needed to properly deactivate a
historic property for an extended period of tinme not to exceed ten years
and require continued limted nonitoring and nmi nt enance by prof essi ona
staff. The standards for the npthballing of historic buildings require
the appointnent of a preservation specialist to assess the specific
needs of the structure and to develop an effective nothballing program

4, Actions taken in the event of the <closing of a specific state
historic site shall include, but not be linmted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) the preparation of a condition assessnment report of the building
or site by a preservation specialist, a copy of which shall be delivered
to the governor, the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary president
of the senate, and the chairs of the assenbly conmmittee on tourism
parks, arts and sports devel opnent and the senate conmttee on cultura
affairs, tourism parks and recreation;

b) structural stabilization of the buildin based on the recommenda-
tions of the condition assessnent;

(c) extermination or control of pests, including rodents and insects.

This shall include, but not be limted to, the installation of pest
screens and the inspection of the building by a licensed pest contro
expert ;

(d) protection of the exterior fromnoisture penetration. This shal
include an inspection of the building or structure's roof, gutters,
drai ns, w ndow and door franmes, masonry, siding, and proper drainage;

(e) securing the building and its conponent features to reduce vandal -
ism or break-ins. This shall include the notification of local fire and
police departnments that the building is being nothballed, ensuring the
proper installation and mnmmintenance of fire and intrusion detection
systens are in place throughout the structure, along with any existing
inspected fire suppression systens, the fastening of all exterior doors
and wi ndows, the prevention of the overgrowh of the grounds, and the
creation and inplenmentation of a security nonitoring plan;

(f) provision of adequate ventilation to the interior that is, at
mnimum two air exchanges every hour to prevent nildew danage;

(g) securing or nodifying utilities and nechanical systens to ensure
no danmage takes place due to nonuse;

(h) developnent and inplenentation of a nmintenance and nonitoring
plan for protection of the structure to be made available to the public
with a copy sent to the governor, the speaker of the assenbly and the
tenporary president of the senate, and the <chairs of the assenbly
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conmttee on tourism parks, arts and sports devel opnent and the senate
conmttee on cultural affairs, tourism parks and recreation;

(i) renoval, cataloquing of, and proper storage of any and all histor-
ical collections held wthin the structure including furniture, arti-
facts, art work, textile material, and library and archival material
consistent with established best practices for the handling and cata-
| ogui ng of such historical collections and objects; and

(J) not less than once every six nonths at a mninmuman inspection of
the building shall be nade, nmintenance action shall be taken on any
deterioration that is found in such inspection and a report, including
phot ogr aphi ¢ docunentation on the inspection shall be nade and presented
to the governor and | egislature.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




