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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 18, 2017

Introduced by Sen. STEWART-COUSINS -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Social Services

AN ACT to anmend the social services law, in relation to requiring | ocal
social services districts to obtain approval by the governing body of
such district prior to applying to the office of children and fanly
services to anend the consolidated services plan

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 of section 34-a of the soci al
services |law, subdivision 5 as added by chapter 681 of the |laws of 1981,
subdi vision 6 as added by chapter 160 of the | aws of 2004, paragraph (a)
of subdivision 6 as anmended by section 8 of part G of chapter 57 of the
| aws of 2013, subdivision 7 as added by chapter 524 of the |laws of 2005,
subdivision 8 as added by chapter 543 of the laws of 2006 and subdivi -
sion 9 as added by chapter 144 of the |aws of 2015, are anended to read
as foll ows:

5. Anendnents nade to the nmulti-year consolidated services plan. (a)
A local social services district may propose anmendnents to the plan at
any tine. If a local social services district proposes an anendnent to
the child care portion of its child and famly services plan that
reduces eligibility or increases the famly share percentage for child
care services, the anendnent shall be published for public conmment and
shall be presented to the |ocal advisory board for approval, prior to
subnission to the office. If an anendnent is approved by the office, it
becones effective on the date so designated by the conmm ssioner

(b) After an anendnent is approved by the office and inplenented by
the local social services district, the district shall supply the chief
executive officer, or for local social services districts wthout a
chief executive officer, the local legislative body, with evidence
supporting the need for such anendnent.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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6. The comm ssioner shall promul gate regul ations concerning the tine
by whi ch:

(a) each local social services district shall submit its multi-year
services plan and annual inplenmentation report;

(b) the commi ssioner shall, in witing, notify a local district of
approval or disapproval of all or parts of such district's nulti-year
services plan or annual inplenentation reports; and

(c) each Il ocal social services district shall submit a revised version
of its multi-year services plan or annual inplenentation report, or
parts thereof.

[6<] 7. (a) Notwi thstanding any other provision of law, the office of
children and famly services shall plan for the statew de inplenmenta-
tion, by the thirty-first day of Decenber, two thousand ei ght, of the
use by counties of a child and famly services plan that conbines the
mul ti-year consolidated services plan required by this section and the
conprehensive plan required by section four hundred twenty of the execu-
tive law into a single plan.

(b) Al counties shall inplement a county child and famly services
plan prior to or by the two thousand ei ght plan year in accordance wth
a schedul e devel oped by the office of children and fam|ly services and
shall continue to inplenment such a plan thereafter. Wth the approval of
such office, a county may inplenent such a plan before the date required
by such schedul e.

(c) The office of children and famly services may wai ve any regul at o-
ry requirenents relating to the content and tinmng of nmulti-year consol -
i dated services plans and annual inplenentation reports that may inpede
the ability of a county to inplenment a county child and family services
pl an.

(d) Nothing in this subdivision shall be deened to affect county plan-
ni ng requirenents under the nmental hygi ene | aw.

[~<] 8. (a) From nonies appropriated to the office of children and
fam ly services for the famly and children's services foster care and
adoption program the office shall give assistance to |ocal social
services districts to enable themto collect statistics and to describe
the steps being taken regarding: the nunber of fanilies needing preven-
tive services as provided for in title four of article six of this chap-
ter for which services are provided; the effectiveness of specific
preventive services in preventing unnecessary foster care placenents and
reducing the length of stay in foster care; the efforts made to prevent
unnecessary placenents; the use of the least restrictive settings and
the proximty of foster care placenents to the child' s honme; the use of
ki nship placenents; the placenent of siblings with one another at
initial placement or as soon thereafter as possible; the nunber of
transfers of children in foster care placenents and the reasons for
those transfers; the nunber of famlies reunited in fulfillnment of the
child' s service goal plan and the length of placenment prior to reunifi-
cation; the nunmber of children prepared for independent living; the
nunmber of children with adoption as a service plan goal; the nunber of
children freed for adoption and the length of time taken to secure
term nations of parental rights; the nunber of children placed in pre-a-
doptive hones and the nunber of adoptions conpleted and the Iength of
time taken to conplete them

(b) Such data submitted to the office of children and famly services
shal | be aggregated and subnitted with a narrative report on these chil-
dren's services, to the governor and the majority |eader of the senate
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and the speaker of the assenbly on or before July first, two thousand
five and sem annually thereafter.

[8-] 9. The conmmi ssioner of the office of children and famly services
shall, in conjunction with the conm ssioner of education, devel op node
practices and procedures for local social services districts and schoo
districts regarding the reporting and investigation of educationa
negl ect. Such nodel practices and procedures shall be available to
social services districts and school districts and shall be posted on
the office of children and fam |y services website and the state depart-
ment of education website by Septenber first, two thousand seven. Each
social services district shall, in conjunction wth |local schoo
districts withinits district, subnmit witten policies and procedures
regarding the reporting of educational neglect by each school district
within such social services district and the investigation of educa-
tional neglect allegations by child protective services. Such policies
and procedures shall be subnmitted to the office of children and famly
services for review by January first, two thousand ei ght and the office
shal | approve or disapprove such local policies and procedures, based
upon the nodel practices and procedures established in conjunction with
the state departnment of education, within sixty days of subm ssion.

[8-] 10. (a) If a social services district proposes an anendnent to
the child care portion of its <child and famly services plan that
reduces eligibility or increases the famly share percentage for child
care services such district nust: (i) no later than the first day the
public notice appears in a newspaper pursuant to subdivision three of
this section or the regulations of the office of children and famly
services, as applicable, promnently post on the district's website a
notice of the proposed amendnent describing the categories of famlies
whose cases will be inpacted; and (ii) at the tinme the public notice is
submtted to the newspaper for publication in accordance with subdivi-
sion three of this section or the regulations of the office of children
and fam |y services, as applicable, provide a copy of such notice to the
office of children and famly services.

(b) If a social services district inplenments its process for closing
child care cases, as set forth in its approved child and famly services
pl an, due to the district deternmining that it cannot maintain its
current casel oad because all of the available funds are projected to be
needed for open cases, the district nust: (i) no later than the day the
social services district begins to send individual notices to inpacted
fam lies in accordance wi th subdivision eight of section four hundred
ten-w of this chapter, promnently post a notice on their website that
states that such district is inplenenting the child care case closing
process set forth in its approved child and famly services plan and
that describes the categories of famlies whose cases wll be closed
and (ii) immediately provide a copy of such notice to the office of
children and fam |y services.

(c) The office of children and fam |y services shall promnently post
notices received pursuant to paragraphs (a) or (b) of this subdivision
on its website.

8 2. Subdivision 6 of section 34-a of the social services law, as
added by chapter 160 of the laws of 2004, is amended to read as foll ows:

[6-] 7. (a) Notwi thstanding any other provision of law, the office of
children and famly services shall plan for the statewi de inplenmenta-
tion, by the thirty-first day of Decenber, two thousand eight, of the
use by counties of a child and famly services plan that conbines the
mul ti-year consolidated services plan required by this section and the
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county conprehensive plan required by section four hundred twenty of the
executive law into a single plan.

(b) Al counties shall inplement a county child and famly services
plan prior to or by the two thousand eight plan year in accordance with
a schedul e developed by the office of children and fanily services and
shall continue to inplement such a plan thereafter. Wth the approval of
such office, a county may inplenent such a plan before the date required
by such schedul e.

(c) The office of children and famly services may wai ve any regul at o-
ry requirenents relating to the content and tinming of nmulti-year consol -
i dated services plans and annual inplenentation reports that may inpede
the ability of a county to inplenent a county child and fanily services
pl an.

(d) Nothing in this subdivision shall be deened to affect county plan-
ning requirenents under the nental hygi ene | aw.

8 3. The social services lawis anended by adding a new section 34-b
to read as foll ows:

8 34-b. local advisory boards. 1. Each local social services district
shall establish a local advisory board that will assist the conmi ssioner
in the creation of the milti-year consolidated services plan, as well as
approve any anendnents proposed pursuant to subdivision five of section
thirty-four-a of the social services |aw. Except when an anendnent is
proposed, the |ocal advisory board shall be involved in an advisory
capacity only, in policy devel opnent, program planning and program eval -
uation carried on by the social services district with respect to public
assi stance, nedical assistance and services.

2. (a) For local social services districts with a chief executive
officer the |ocal advisory board shall consist of nine nenbers., four
nenbers shall be appointed by the local legislative body and five
nenbers shall be appointed by the chief executive officer upon the
recommendation of the conm ssioner of social services. For local socia
services districts without a chief executive officer, the |ocal advisory
board shall consist of fifteen nenbers, five nenbers shall be appointed
by the conmmissioner of the |ocal social services district, five nenbers
shall be appointed by the majority of the local legislative body and
five shall be appointed by the ninority of the local legislative body.

(b) The local advisory board shall be conposed of the follow ng class-
es of persons:

(1) recipients of public assistance (including SSI and food stanps),
nedical assistance and child care services--at |east twenty-five
per cent ;

(2) providers of social services, nedical services and doniciliary
care (other than enployees of the state or |ocal departnents of social
services); and

(3) nenbers of the general public (including but not limted to repre-
sentatives of professional social work associations, schools of social
work, |abor organizations, public interest groups, client advocates,
conmunity organi zations and the business and financial community).

§ 4. This act shall take effect inmmedi ately; provided, however, that
the anendnents to paragraph (a) of subdivision 6 of section 34-a of the
social services |aw made by section one of this act shall be subject to
the expiration and reversion of such paragraph when upon such date the
provi sions of section two of this act shall take effect.




