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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 13, 2017

Introduced by Sen. HELM NG -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Mental Health and Devel op-
mental Disabilities

AN ACT to anend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to providing for
identification cards for individuals with auti sm spectrum di sorder

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The nental hygiene |aw is anended by adding a new section
13.43 to read as foll ows:

8 13.43 Autism spectrum di sorder card.

(a) The commissioner shall develop an identification card denoting
that a person has been nedically diagnosed with an autism spectrum
disorder. Such identification card nmay be presented to | aw enforcenent,
firefighters and energency nedical services personnel as necessary.

(b) Upon the request of a person with an autism spectrum di sorder, or
the guardian or careqgiver of such person, the office shall issue such
autism spectrum disorder card in accordance wth eligibility and
docunentation criteria established by the office for a fee not to exceed
five dollars.

(c) The front of such card shall indicate that it has been issued by
the office pursuant to this section and shall include:

(1) the card bearer's nane;

(2) the card bearer's address:;

(3) the card bearer's date of birth; and

(4 the following statenent: "I HAVE AN AUTI SM SPECTRUM DI SORDER.
MAY HAVE DI FFI CULTY UNDERSTANDI NG AND FO LON NG YOUR DIRECTIONS OR NAY
BECOVE UNABLE TO RESPOND. | NMAY BECOVE PHYSI CALLY AG TATED | F YOU PROVPT
ME VERBALLY OR TOUCH ME OR MOVE TOO CLOSE TO ME. AUTISM IS NOT AN EXCUSE

FOR I1LLEGAL BEHAVI OR I AM NOT | NTENTI ONALLY REFUSI NG TO COOPERATE. |
MAY NEED YOUR ASSI STANCE. PLEASE SEE THE BACK OF TH S CARD. "
(d) The back of such card shall include:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(1) at the card bearer's discretion, the nane and phone nunber of an

individual designated by such

card bearer to be contacted in case of

ener gency; and
(2) a designated

space where such card bearer may include any addi -

tional information.
§ 2. This act shal

t ake effect

i mredi atel y.



