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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 13, 2017

Introduced by Sens. GOLDEN, MJRPHY, O MARA -- read tw ce and ordered
printed, and when printed to be comritted to the Conmittee on Agricul -
ture -- reported favorably fromsaid conmttee and conmitted to the
Committee on Finance -- conmttee discharged, bill anended, ordered
reprinted as anended and recomitted to said comrittee -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as amended and reconmmitted
to said committee -- recommitted to the Conmittee on Agriculture in
accordance with Senate Rule 6, sec. 8 -- commttee discharged, bil
anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommtted to said conmt-
tee -- conmittee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as
amended and reconmitted to said committee

AN ACT to anmend the agriculture and narkets law, in relation to estab-
lishing a task force on animal |laws; and providing for the repeal of
such provi sions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The agriculture and markets law is anended by adding a new
section 381 to read as foll ows:

8 381. Task force on aninmal laws. 1. The task force on the state of
animal laws is hereby created within the departnment to exami ne, evaluate
and determne how to inprove the relationship between aninals and hunans
and the aninmal protection | aws.

2.(a) Such task force shall consist of fifteen nenbers, each to serve
for a term of one cal endar year. Such nenbers shall be appointed as
follows: two nmenbers shall be appointed by the tenporary president of
the senate; one nenber shall be appointed by the mnority | eader of the
senate; two nenbers shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;
one nenber shall be appointed by the mnority | eader of the assenbly;
one nenber shall be appointed by the attorney general; the comni ssioner
or his or her designee; the conm ssioner of the departnent of environ-
nental conservation or his or her designee; the commissioner of health

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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or his or her designee; the comm ssioner of the division of crimnal
justice services or his or her designee; and the rennining nenbers shal
be appointed by the governor. Appointnents shall be made within sixty
days of the effective date of this section. Vacancies in the task force
shall be filled in the manner provided for original appointnents.

(b) Al appointees shall have expertise in fields or disciplines
related to aninmls, aninmal abuse and/or investigations including, but
not limtedto, the followng areas: aninmal agriculture; conpanion
animals, wildlife and wild animal protection including sheltering,
rescue and adoption of conpanion aninmals; animal law enforcenent and
crimnal defense; and aninal health and veterinary nedical care. Al
appointnments shall be coordinated to ensure geographic representation
from the entire state.

(c) The task force shall be chaired by the conm ssioner or selected by
the conmm ssioner fromthe appointed nenbers. The task force shall el ect
a vice-chair and other necessary officers fromanong all appointed
nenbers.

(d) A mjority of the nenbers of the task force then in office shal
constitute a quorumfor the transaction of business or the exercise of
any power or function of the task force. An act, determnation or deci-
sion of the mnmmjority of the nenbers present during the presence of a
quorum shall be held to be the act, determnation. or decision of the
task force.

(e) The task force shall neet at least quarterly at the call of the
chair. Meetings nmay be held via teleconference. Special neetings may be
called by the chair at the request of a majority of the nenbers of the
task force.

(f) Menbers of the task force shall receive no conpensation for their
services but shall be reinbursed for their actual expenses incurred in
the performance of their duties in the work of the task force.

3. The task force established shall

a) Study laws, rules, and regul ations overnin ani nal s includin
but not linmted to conpanion aninmals, farmanimals or aninals raised for
food producing purposes, wldlife and aninmals used in entertainnent,
research or experinentation or any other field that governs the use or
treatnent of aninmls;

(b) Study laws, rules, and regulations governing the operations of
duly incorporated societies for the prevention of cruelty, duly incorpo-
rated humane societies, pounds, shelters, nmunicipal or otherwise, and
pet dealers; and

(c) Recommend ways by which to npdernize the |aws governing aninmals
provi ded, however, that the task force shall not have authority to nmke
recommendat i ons concerning the following: statewide standards for
service, therapy, guide, hearing or assistance animals, laws that would
limt the rights of persons with disabilities with respect to service,
therapy, quide, hearing or assistance animals, and laws that would lim¢t
the rights of trainers of service, therapy, guide, hearing or assistance
animals.

4. The task force may establish such advisory comrittees as it deens
appropriate on matters relating to the task force's functions, powers
and duties. Such conmttees shall be chaired by a task force nenber, but
nmay be conposed of task force nenbers as well as other individuals
selected by the task force to provide expertise of interest specific to
the charge of such comm ttee.

5. The task force may, as it deens appropriate, request that studies,
surveys or analyses relating to the task force's powers and duties be
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performed by any state departnent, conm ssion, agency or public authori-
ty. Al state departnents, comm Ssions, agencies or public authorities

shal | provide information and advice in a tinely manner and ot herw se
assist the task force with its work.
6. The departnent shall provide staff services to the task force and

such other administrative assistance as nmay be necessary for the task
force to carry out its duties, functions and powers.

7. The task force shall hold a mninumof three public hearings: one
in New York city; one in western New York; and one in upstate eastern
New York. The task force may hold additional public hearings in other
locations as it deens appropriate.

8. The task force shall nmake a prelimnary report to the governor and
the legislature of its findings, conclusions, reconmmendations and activ-
ities already undertaken by the task force, not later than one year
after the effective date of this section, and a final report of its
findings, conclusions, reconmendations and activities already undertaken
by the task force, not later than two years after the effective date of
this section and shall subnit with its reports legislative proposals as
it deens necessary to inplenent its recommendati ons.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw and shall expire twenty-four nmonths after it shall
have beconme a |aw when upon such date the provisions of this act shal
be deened repeal ed.




