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Introduced by Sen. ORTT -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Mental Health and Devel op-
mental Disabilities

AN ACT to anend the nental hygiene law and the public health law, in
relation to peace officer powers of safety officers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision (a) of section 7.25 of the nental hygiene | aw,
as amended by chapter 22 of the laws of 1984, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(a) The conmi ssioner and the directors of in-patient facilities in the
office of nental health [say] shall designate safety officers to act as
speci al policenen whose duty it shall be, under orders of the appropri-
ate officer, to preserve peace and good order in facilities of such
office and to fully protect the grounds, buildings, and patients. Such
safety officers [asting—as—special—policenen] shall possess all the
powers of peace officers, as set forth in section 2.20 of the crimnal
procedure | aw ; ! ' i i s

} ]. Such peace officers when acting pursuant to their
speci al duties may issue and serve a sinplified traffic information and
appearance ticket, in the formprescribed by the comm ssioner of notor
vehi cl es pursuant to section two hundred seven of the vehicle and traf-
fic law, upon a person when he has reasonabl e cause to believe that such
person has comrtted a traffic infraction in his presence, and shal
have the power to issue and serve an appearance ticket as defined in
section 150.10 of the crimnal procedure |law for an offense other than a
felony in lieu of an arrest.

§ 2. Subdivision (a) of section 13.25 of the nental hygiene |aw, as
anended by chapter 969 of the laws of 1983, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
LBD03872-01-7



OCOO~NOUIRWNPEF

S. 247 2

(a) The conmi ssioner and the directors of facilities under his juris-
diction [mey] shall designate safety officers to act as special police-
men whose duty it shall be, under orders of the appropriate officer, to
preserve peace and good order in such facilities and to fully protect
the grounds, buildings, and patients. Such safety officers [asting—as
special—poliecenen] shall possess all the powers of peace officers, as
set forth in section 2.20 of the crimnal procedure | aw —while—periorm-
= g—t e e——o SR g—o i —o i —he—col s e—oi—hal—eanloymrdi] . Such

peace officers when acting pursuant to their special duties nmay issue
and serve a sinplified traffic informati on and appearance ticket, in the
form prescribed by the conmmssioner of notor vehicles pursuant to
section two hundred seven of the vehicle and traffic | aw, upon a person
when he has reasonabl e cause to believe that such person has commtted a
traffic infraction in his presence, and shall have the power to issue
and serve an appearance ticket as defined in section 150.10 of the crim
i nal procedure law for an offense other than a felony in lieu of an
arrest.

8 3. Section 455 of the public health [aw, as anmended by chapter 843
of the laws of 1980, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 455. Hospitals; special policenen; powers and duties. 1. The direc-
tor of each hospital in the departnment [#®y] shall designate [attendanrts

] safety officers to act as special policenmen whose

duty it shall be under the orders of the director to protect the
grounds, buildings and patients of the hospital and to eject therefrom
di sorderly persons. Such [ ; | |
peecenen-] safety officers shall possess all the powers of peace offi-
cers, as set forth in section 2.20 of the crimnal procedure |aw—-o#s

the—greovnds—and—prem-ses] .
2. The designation of such [attendants—and—enployees]| safety officers

as special policenen in pursuance hereof, shall not be deemed to super-
sede, on the grounds and prem ses of such hospital, the authority of
peace or police officers of the jurisdiction within which such hospital
i s |ocated.

8 4. This act shall take effect inmediately.




