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STATE OF NEW YORK

2447

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 13, 2017

Introduced by Sen. HAMLTON -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Mental Health and Devel op-
mental Disabilities

AN ACT to anmend the nental hygiene law, in relation to the reporting of
victinms of gun violence to the office of nental health

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The nental hygiene |aw is anended by adding a new section
5.11 to read as foll ows:

8 5.11 Victins of gun violence; reporting; assessnent and treatnent.

(a) For purposes of this section, the following terns shall have the
fol l owi ng neani ngs:

(1) "state agency" shall nean any state departnent, board, bureau,
division, conmission, conmittee, public authority, public benefit corpo-
ration, council, office, or other governnental entity performng a
governnental or proprietary function for the state;

(2) "victimof gun violence" shall nmean any person who has been shot
by a firearm threatened by the use of a firearm w tnessed a shooting
with a firearmor has a relative who was shot by a firearm whether or
not such person wi tnessed such shooting;

(3) "gun violence" shall nmean any act involving the use of a firearm
other than the use of a firearmfor sport or recreation

(4) "firearnt shall have the sane neaning as set forth in subdivision
three of section 265.00 of the penal |aw, and

(5) "relative" shall nean a parent, child, grandparent. grandchild,
sibling, aunt, uncle or first cousin.

(b) Any state agency that, by or through any investigation. report.,
procedure, undertaking or any other process obtains know edge of the
identity of a victimof gun violence, shall report the identity of such
victim to the office of nental health. The office of nental health
shall, in consultation with local social services districts, refer such
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victim to the social services district in which such victimresides for
voluntary assessnent and treatnent. Such assessnent and treatnent shal
include, but not be limted to, evaluation for post traumatic stress
di sorder., depression, anger. withdrawal, aggression. sleep disturbances
and any other enotional condition associated wth exposure to gun
violence. Such assessnent and treatnent shall be nade through the coor-
dination of necessary state agencies, and shall include the continuation
of assessnent and treatnent of such victins over tine and the tracking
of the progress nmade by such victins.

(c) The conm ssioner of nental health shall pronulgate such rules and
requlations as are necessary to inplenent the provisions of this
section.

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require the assess-
nent and treatnent of any person wi thout the consent of such person.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have beconme a |aw, provided, however, that effective imediately, the
addi tion, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary
for the inplenmentation of this act on its effective date is authorized
to be made and conpl eted on or before such date.




