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STATE OF NEW YORK

2340

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 13, 2017

I ntroduced by Sen. ALCANTARA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring donestic
viol ence awareness in the curriculum and to anmend the donestic
relations law, the public health |aw and the state finance law, in
relation to increasing fees charged for the issuance of a narriage
license and filing of certificates of dissolution of marriage for the
pur poses of establishing and maintai ni ng donmestic viol ence prograns

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anended by adding a new section 804-e
to read as foll ows:

8 804-e. Donestic violence awareness. 1. Al schools shall be author-
ized to include instruction with regards to donestic violence awareness.

2. Instruction regarding donestic violence awareness shall be included
in the health education provided for all pupils and shall be taught by
teachers holding a certificate to teach health. Such instruction shal
be designed according to the needs and abilities of the pupils at
successive grade levels with the purpose of developing awareness of
donmestic violence issues and pronoting know edge of prevention, iden-
tification and screening protections provided by statewi de and community
based organi zati ons.

3. The conm ssioner shall pronulgate rules and regulations to estab-
lish a curriculumfor instruction regarding donestic violence awareness
to be available in school districts. The contents nmay be varied to neet
the needs of particular school districts, or portions thereof, and need
not be uniformthroughout the state.

4. School authorities shall be authorized to provide the needed facil -
ities, tine, and place for the instruction set forth in this section and
to provide learning aids and curriculum resource nmaterials which

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onmitted.
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contribute to effective teaching nethods and learning in health educa-
tion regarding donestic violence awareness.

8 2. Paragraph a of subdivision 2 of section 14-a of the domestic
relations |law, as amended by chapter 413 of the laws of 1991, is anmended
to read as follows:

a. Such town and city clerks shall be entitled to a fee for such
certificate, payable at the tinme of issuance of the marriage license, in
a sum not exceeding [t+er] fifteen dollars, to be fixed in the case of
town clerks by the town board, and in the case of <city clerks by the
common council or governing body of such cities. The town and city
clerks shall, upon request of any applicant whose nane appears thereon,
issue a simlar certificate of marriage, as set forth above, and sim -
larly expanded with additional facts wupon the express additiona
request, for all marriages heretofore indexed and recorded in the office
of the town or city clerks. For such certificate of marriage, the town
and city clerks shall be entitled to a fee not exceeding [ten] fifteen
dollars, to be fixed in the case of town clerks by the town board, and
in the case of city clerks by the comon council or governing body of
such city.

8§ 3. Section 14-a of the donestic relations law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. On or before the fifteenth day of each nmonth, five dollars of al
amounts received fromthe fees provided for in this section shall be
transmtted to the state conptroller for deposit into the donestic
vi ol ence awareness trust fund provided for in section eighty-two of the
state finance | aw

8 4. Subdivision 3 of section 15 of the donestic relations [aw, as
anended by section 5 of part W2 of chapter 62 of the laws of 2003, is
amended to read as foll ows:

3. If it shall appear upon an application for a narriage |license that
either party is under the age of sixteen years, the town or city clerk
shall require, in addition to any consents provided for in this section,
the witten approval and consent of a justice of the suprenme court or of
a judge of the famly court, having jurisdiction over the town or city
in which the application is nmade, to be attached to or endorsed upon the
application, before the license is issued. The application for such
approval and consent shall be heard by the judge at chanbers. All papers
and records pertaining to any such application shall be sealed by him
and withheld frominspection, except by order of a court of conpetent
jurisdiction. Before issuing any |licenses herein provided for, the town
or city clerk shall be entitled to a fee of [&hirty] thirty-five
doll ars, which sumshall be paid by the applicants before or at the tine
the license is issued. Any town or city clerk who shall issue a license
to marry any persons one or both of whomshall not be at the tine of the
marri age under such license legally conpetent to marry wthout first
requiring the parties to such nmarriage to make such affidavits and
statenents or who shall not require the producti on of docunentary proof
of age or the procuring of the approval and consents provided for by
this article, which shall show that the parties authorized by said
license to be married are legally conpetent to marry, shall be guilty of
a m sdenmeanor and on conviction thereof shall be fined in the sum of one
hundred dollars for each and every offense. On or before the fifteenth
day of each nonth, each town and city clerk, except in the city of New
York, shall transnmt to the state conmi ssioner of health [twensty—two]
twenty-seven dollars and fifty cents of the anmpbunt received for each fee
collected, twenty-two dollars and fifty cents of which shall be paid
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into the wvital records nanagenent account as provided by section nine-
ty-seven-cccc of the state finance |aw and five dollars of which shal
be deposited into the donestic violence awareness trust fund provi ded
for in section eighty-two of the state finance law. In any city the
bal ance of all fees collected for the issuing of a narriage |license, or
for solemmizing a narriage, so far as collected for services rendered by
any officer or enployee of such city, shall be paid nmonthly into the
city treasury and may by ordinance be credited to any fund therein
desi gnated, and said ordi nance, when duly enacted, shall have the force
of law in such city. Notwi thstanding any other provisions of this arti-
cle, the <clerk of any city with the approval of the governing body of
such city is hereby authorized to designate, in witing filed in the
city clerk's office, a deputy clerk, if any, and/or other city enpl oyees
in such office to receive applications for, exam ne applications, inves-
tigate and issue nmarriage licenses in the absence or inability of the
clerk of said city to act, and said deputy and/or enployees so desig-
nated are hereby vested wth all the powers and duties of said city
clerk relative thereto. Such deputy and/or enpl oyees shall perform said
duties w thout additional conpensation.

8 5. Subdivision 4 of section 15 of the donestic relations |aw, as
anended by chapter 424 of the laws of 1990, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

4. Notwi t hstandi ng any ot her provision of this section, the city clerk
of the city of New York, before issuing any |licenses herein provided
for, shall be entitled to a fee of [twenty—five] thirty dollars, which
sum shall be paid by the applicants before or at the tine the license is
issued and [a&aH-] twenty-five dollars of the ampunt received from such
fees [ so—+eceived] shall be paid nonthly into the city treasury.

8 6. Section 15 of the donestic relations |law is anended by adding a
new subdivision 5 to read as foll ows:

5. On or before the fifteenth day of each nonth, five dollars of the
amount received fromthe fees provided in this section shall be trans-
mtted to the state conptroller for deposit into the donmestic violence
awar eness trust fund provided for in section eighty-two of the state
finance | aw

8 7. Subdivisions 6 and 7 of section 4139 of the public health |aw, as
anended by section 1 of part W2 of chapter 62 of the | aws of 2003, are
amended to read as foll ows:

6. The conm ssioner shall be entitled to a fee of [thiety] thirty-five
dollars for each certification, certified copy or certified transcript
of certificate of dissolution of marriage furnished.

7. For a search of the files where no such certification, certified
copy, or certified transcript is furnished, or for a certification that
a search discloses no record of a dissolution of marriage, the conm s-
sioner shall be entitled to a fee of [thi+rty] thirty-five dollars.

8§ 8. Section 4139 of the public health law is anended by adding a new
subdivision 9 to read as foll ows:

9. On or before the fifteenth day of each nonth, five dollars of the
amount received fromthe fees provided for in this section shall be
transnmitted to the state conptroller for deposit into the donmestic
viol ence awareness trust fund provided for in section eighty-two of the
state finance |aw

8 9. The state finance |aw is anended by adding a new section 82 to
read as foll ows:

§ 82. Donestic violence awareness trust fund. 1. There is hereby
established in the joint custody of the conptroller and the conm Ssioner
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of taxation and finance a separate and distinct fund to be known as the
donestic violence awareness trust fund. Such fund shall consist of any
nonies collected fromthat portion of marriage license fees and certif-
icates of dissolution of marriage specifically provided for deposit into
such fund and funds from any other source including but not limted to,
federal funds. donations fromprivate individuals., corporations or foun-
dations and any interest earnings which may accrue from the investnent
of nonies in the fund, for the inplenentation of prograns provided for
inthis section. Al funds received by the conptroller on behalf of the
fund shall be deposited by the conptroller to the credit of the fund.

2. Donations fromprivate individuals, corporations, or foundations
deposited in the fund nmay be invested by the conptroller pursuant to the
provisions of section ninety-eight-a of this article. Any incone from
such investnments shall be deposited to the credit of the fund.

3. Monies of the fund, when allocated. shall be available to the
office for the prevention of donestic violence for the establishment and
nai nt enance of donestic violence prograns.

4. Mnies shall be payable fromthe fund on the audit and warrant of
the conptroller on vouchers approved and certified by the director of
the office for the prevention of donestic violence.

5. Mmnies fromthe additional nmarriage license fees and certificates
of dissolution of marriage specifically deposited into the fund as
provided by law shall be a supplenental source of funding for donestic
viol ence progranms and shall not be used to replace or to dimnish the
appropriation of funds out of the general fund or fromany source of
noney to such prograns or to the office for the prevention of donestic
violence. Furthernore, nothing contained in this sectionis intended to
prohibit the appropriation of other funds out of the state general fund
to the office or to other donestic violence prograns; provided, however
that such prograns nmay use the funding provided by the fund to replace
funding from ot her sources.

8 10. This act shall take effect April 1, 2018.




