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        AN ACT to amend the education law, in  relation  to  establishing  fair,
          equitable  and  appropriate  English language testing requirements for
          certain students

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. Section 305 of the education law is amended by adding a new
     2  subdivision 57 to read as follows:
     3    57.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, rule or regulation to
     4  the contrary, the  commissioner,  in  consultation  with  the  board  of
     5  regents,  shall develop and implement policies and procedures which will
     6  permit pupils of limited English proficiency who first enroll in  a  New
     7  York state school after grade eight, and who meet all other requirements
     8  for  graduation,  to  be allowed to meet the English regents examination
     9  requirement by:
    10    a. passing a native language arts test; and
    11    b. demonstrating English language acquisition at a level  commensurate
    12  with  the number of years of English language instruction as measured by
    13  an English language proficiency assessment instrument   approved by  the
    14  commissioner.
    15    §  2. This act shall take effect immediately and shall apply beginning
    16  in the 2018-2019 school year.

         EXPLANATION--Matter in  (underscored) is new; matter in bracketsitalics
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