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STATE OF NEW YORK

233

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

(Prefiled)
January 4, 2017

Introduced by Sen. GOLDEN -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmmittee on Fi nance

AN ACT to establish a tenporary state conmission to study child abuse
prevention and meke recomendations for the inplenmentation of child
abuse prevention progranms across the state; and providing for the
repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The legislature hereby acknow edges
that child abuse is a continuing societal problemin the state affecting
at least 80,000 children each year. In recent years, there has been
research on the long-termeffects of child abuse on the individual as
wel |l as society. The vast najority of research has denonstrated that the
consequences of child abuse are grave, damaging and often spill over
into a person's adult life. Adverse effects have been identified in
mal treated children's physical, cognitive, enptional and social devel op-
nent .

Furthernore, the Ilegislature finds that the failure to address child
abuse through preventive nmeasures not only harnms a mllion children each
year in this country, it inposes a trenendous cost to society. Like nost
states, New York spends a considerable anobunt of fiscal and hunman
resources to treat the nunmerous consequences of <child abuse and
mal treatnment. The failure to invest in prevention results in a signif-
icantly greater ampunt of resources needed to treat the outcones.

§ 2. Atenporary state conmission, to be known as the "comm ssion of
child abuse prevention", is hereby established to exam ne, evaluate and
make recommendati ons concerning child abuse prevention efforts in the
state. The conmi ssion shall consider the need for additional |egislation
as well as a stable source of funding for <child abuse prevention
prograns. Specific issues to be addressed by the conmi ssion shal
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i nclude hone visitation prograns and screening for famlies at risk of
child mal treatnment.

8 3. The commi ssion shall consist of thirteen nenmbers, to be appointed
as follows: three nmenbers to be appointed by the governor; three menbers
to be appointed by the tenporary president of the senate; three nenbers
to be appointed by the speaker of the assenmbly; two nenbers to be
appointed by the mnority |eader of the senate; and two nenbers to be
appoi nted by the mnority | eader of the assenbly. The nenbers shall have
denmonstrated expertise in and experience with the field of child abuse
prevention. A chairperson and vice-chairperson of such conm ssion shal
be elected by the najority of its nenbers, all nmenbers being present.

8 4. The nenbers of the comm ssion shall receive no conpensation for
their services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties hereunder

8 5. The comm ssion may enploy and at pl easure renbve such personne

as it nmay deem necessary for the performance of its functions. Such
comm ssion may neet and hold public and/or private hearings within or
wi thout the state, and shall have all the powers of a Ilegislative

commttee pursuant to the legislative | aw

8 6. For the acconmplishnent of its purposes, the conm ssion shall be
aut hori zed and enpowered to undertake any studies, inquiries, surveys or
anal yses it nmay deemrel evant in cooperation with or by agreenent with
any ot her public or private agency.

8 7. The commi ssion shall nake a report of its findings, including any
reconmendations for legislative action as it may deem necessary and
appropriate, to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and
the speaker of the assenbly no |ater than one year after the effective
date of this act.

8 8. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed two years after such effective date.



