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STATE OF NEW YORK

2311

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 13, 2017

I ntroduced by Sen. ALCANTARA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the public authorities law, in relation to ensuring
public accessibility in certain mass transit and rapid transit
stations

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 1277 of the public authorities law, as anended by
chapter 161 of the laws of 2000, is amended to read as foll ows:

§ 1277. Station operation and maintenance. The operation, maintenance
and use of passenger stations shall be public purposes of the city of
New York and the counties within the district. 1. (a) The total cost to
the authority and each of its subsidiary corporations of operation
mai nt enance and use of each passenger station wthin the district
serviced by one or nore railroad facilities of the authority or of such
subsi diary corporation, including the buildings, appurtenances, plat-
forns, lands and approaches incidental or adjacent thereto, shall be
borne by the city of New York if such station is located in such city
or, if not located in such city, by such county within the district in
whi ch such station is | ocated. On or before June first of each year, the
authority shall, in accordance with the nethod specified herein, deter-
mne and certify to the city of New York and to each county within the
district the respective allocation of costs related to the operation,
mai nt enance and use of passenger stations within such city and each such
other county, for the twelve nmonth period ending the preceding March
thirty-first.

For the year commencing April first, nineteen hundred ninety-nine, the
total paynent anount to be billed by the authority for the operation,
mai nt enance and use of each passenger station within the city of New
York and the counties of Nassau, Suffolk, Westchester, Dutchess, Putnam
Orange, and Rockland shall be calculated by sunming the total ampunt
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listed in the base anpbunt table plus an adjustnent to such base year
anount equal to the base anobunt times the increase or decrease in the
Consumer Price Index for Wage Earners and Clerical Wrkers for the New
York, Northeastern-New Jersey Standard Metropolitan Statistical Area for
the twel ve-nmonth period being billed.

BASE AMOUNT TABLE

County Base Anmpunt
Nassau $19, 200, 000
Suf f ol k $11, 834, 091
West chest er $13, 269, 310
Dut chess $ 1,581, 880
Put nam $ 618, 619
O ange $ 327,247
Rockl and $ 34,791
City of New York $61, 435, 330

For each year thereafter, such total paynent for each such county shal
be the sane anpbunt as the total paynment during the immediately prior
year, plus an adjustrment equal to the prior year amount tines the
i ncrease or decrease in the Consunmer Price Index for Wage Earners and
Clerical Wrkers for the New York, Northeastern-New Jersey Standard
Metropolitan Statistical Area for the twelve-nonth period being billed.

(b) On or before the followi ng Septenber first, of each year, such
city and each such county shall pay to the authority such cost or ampunt
so certified to it on or before the preceding June first. Such city and
each such county shall have power to finance such costs to it by the
i ssuance of budget notes pursuant to section 29.00 of the local finance
| aw. For the year beginning April first, two thousand four, the authori-
ty, the city of New York and the counties of Nassau, Suffolk, Westches-
ter, Dutchess, Putnam Orange, and Rockland may, after having reached an
agreement, reconmend to the legislature nodifications to the anmbunts set
forth above based upon changes nmade to conmuter services including but
not limted to changes in the nunber of passenger stations wthin such
counties or the level of commuter rail service provided to any such
passenger stations. Failure between the authority and between the coun-
ties to reach agreenment will be referred to the state conptroller for
medi ation. If the nediation is unsuccessful, each party and the state
conptroller may submt a recomrendation to the governor and the |egisla-
ture for legislative action

(c) In the event that a city or county shall fail to make paynent to
the authority for station mmintenance as required pursuant to this
section, or any part thereof, the chief executive officer of the author-
ity or such other person as the chairnman shall designate shall certify
to the state conptroller the amount due and owing the authority at the
end of the state fiscal year and the state conptroller shall withhold an
equi valent anpbunt fromthe next succeeding state aid allocated to such
county or city fromthe notor fuel tax and the notor vehicle registra-
tion fee distributed pursuant to former section one hundred twel ve of
the highway | aw, or anopunts distributed pursuant to section ten-c of the
hi ghway | aw, or per capita |local assistance pursuant to section fifty-
four of the state finance |aw subject to the following limtations:
prior to withhol ding amounts due the authority from such county or city,
the comptroller shall pay in full any anmount due the state of New York
muni ci pal bond bank agency, on account of any such county's or city's
obligation to such agency; the city university construction fund pursu-
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ant to the provisions of the city university construction fund act; the
New York city housing developnent corporation, pursuant to t he
provisions of the New York city housing devel opnment corporation act
(article twelve of the private housing finance law); and the transit
construction fund pursuant to the provisions of title nine-A of article
five of this chapter. The conptroller shall give the director of the
budget notification of any such paynent. Such anmount or anounts so wth-
held by the conptroller shall be paid to the authority and the authority
shal |l use such amount for the repaynent of the state advances hereby
aut hori zed. Wen such ampbunt or anmounts are received by the authority,
it shall credit such ambunts agai nst any ampunts due and owing by the
city or county on whose account such amount was wi thheld and paid.

2. Notwi thstanding any |law, administrative code, rule or regulation to
the contrary, the maintenance of escalators, elevators, wheelchair lifts
on city buses and other facilities in passenger stations that expand use
to persons with disabilities shall be a priority of the authority. The
authority shall provide for a daily inspection of each such station and
city bus. |If an escalator, elevator, wheelchair |ift or other facility
is deened inoperable during such inspection, the authority shall inmme-
diately initiate repair and file a witten report with the authority
inspector general and the managenent advi sory board. If such escalator,
el evator, wheelchair lift or other facility is deened inoperable for two
or nore consecutive daily inspections, such inspector general shall
upon review of the repair status, issue or approve an energency repair

order and shall nonitor the repair process of such facility to ensure
expeditious return to service. For purposes of this section, an escala-
tor, elevator, wheelchair 1ift or other facility nmust be considered

inoperable when it cannot reasonably accommpdate a wheelchair user or
other persons with disabilities inthe way it was originally designed
to. Daily inspections and reports shall continue during each period of
repair for the annual reporting requirenents provided in subdivision
four of section twelve hundred seventy-nine-a of this title.

8§ 2. Section 1279-a of the public authorities | aw, as added by chapter
427 of the laws of 1983, is amended to read as foll ows:

8 1279-a. Managenent advisory board. 1. There is hereby created in the
office of the metropolitan transportation authority inspector general a
managenent advisory board, consisting of thirteen nenbers appoi nted by
t he governor, of whomtwo shall be appointed upon nomnation by the
tenmporary president of the senate, two upon nom nation by the speaker of
the assenbly, one upon nomnation by the mnority | eader of the senate
and one upon nom nation by the mnority I|eader of +the assenbly. All
menbers shall serve for a termof three years, except that, of the two
menbers first appointed upon nomnation by the tenporary president of
the senate, one shall serve for a termof two years and one shall serve
for a termof one year; of the two nenbers first appointed upon nom -
nation by the speaker of the assenbly, one shall serve for a termof two
years and one shall serve for a termof one year; and, of two of the
menbers first appointed by the governor w thout nom nation by any other
person, two shall each serve for a termof two years and two shall each
serve for a termof one year. One of the nenbers appointed to the
managenent advisory board directly by the governor shall be designated
by the governor to serve as its [ehai+rmanr] chairperson.

2. Al menbers of the managenment advi sory board shall be residents of
the nmetropolitan transportation district, patrons of the mass transit
and rapid transit systens and shall be persons with substantial experi-
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ence in the nmanagenent of private enterprise, in the delivery of public
services, or in |labor or |abor-mnagenment relations.

3. The managenent advi sory board shall assist the netropolitan trans-
portation authority inspector general in identifying ways to inprove
services, accessibility for persons with disabilities, maintenance of
passenger stations and wheelchair |lifts on city buses, reduce costs and
increase the efficiency of the authority and its subsidiaries, the
Tri borough bridge and tunnel authority or the New York city transit
authority and its subsidiary.

4. No later than April first, nineteen hundred eighty-four, and annu-
ally thereafter, the managenent advisory board shall submt to the
governor and the legislature a report on its activities during the
previ ous year.

5. The office of the nmetropolitan transportation authority inspector

general shall provide the nmanagenent advisory board with such staff
support as may be required for the performance of its duties.
6. Menbers of the nanagenent advisory board shall serve wthout

conmpensation, but shall be reinbursed for expenses reasonably incurred
in the performance of their duties.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw



