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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 12, 2017

Introduced by Sen. HANNON -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmttee on | nsurance

AN ACT to anmend the insurance law, in relation to peer support prograns
for physicians, dentists, physician assistants and nurse practitioners

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The insurance law is anmended by addi ng a new section 3436-a
to read as foll ows:

8 3436-a. Disclosure of information obtained and discussed wthin
certain peer support progranms. (a) For the purpose of this section:

(1) "Peer support program' neans a programinplenented by a donestic
insurer, authorized to deliver policies of nedical malpractice insurance
within the state, whereby physicians, dentists, physician assistants or
nurse practitioners participate in group or individual support neetings,
in person or by telephone, for the purpose of assisting the physician
dentist, physician assistant or nurse practitioner with all issues asso-
ciated with enotional healing and well ness.

(2) "Peer support neeting"” neans any neeting or tel ephone conversation
that takes place pursuant to a peer support program

(3) "Peer" neans a physician, dentist, physician assistant or nurse
practitioner who participates in a peer support neeting.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of lawto the contrary, no
statenent made by any person in conjunction with a peer support program
or during a peer support neeting, including but not limted, to any
witing or electronic record created for the purpose of arranging,
facilitating, convening, conducting or preserving a peer support neet-
ing, or any witing or electronic record created during such neeting or
in conjunction wth such progranmis operation, shall be subject to
disclosure rules under article thirty-one of the civil practice law and
rules or otherwise. No person participating in, or in attendance at, a
peer support neeting or working in conjunction with a peer support

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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program shall be conpelled to testify in any judicial or guasi-judicial
proceeding as to the peer support neeting or peer support program Any
insured or insurer which relies upon the protections and prohibitions
provided for in this subsection shall not be permtted to rely upon any
testinmony of any peer arising out of participation in a peer support

program or peer support neeting.
(c) This section shall apply to all oral communications, notes,

records, reports and recordings arising out of a peer support counseling
session that are not public records for the purposes of this section.
8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




