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        AN ACT to amend the general business law, in relation to requiring ceme-
          teries to provide for the expeditious burial and interment of deceased
          humans consistent with the conscious or cultural  community  of  which
          they were a part

          The  People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section 1. The general business law is amended by adding a new section
     2  451-a to read as follows:
     3    § 451-a. Prompt burial and interment. Each  cemetery  corporation  and
     4  municipality  operating  a  cemetery  shall  provide  for the burial and
     5  interment of the remains of a deceased human upon  the  day  which  such
     6  remains  arrive at the cemetery, consistent with the requirements there-
     7  for of the conscious or cultural community of which the deceased  was  a
     8  part  and  any  state or local statutory and regulatory requirements, if
     9  the remains of the deceased human are delivered to the cemetery not less
    10  than one-half hour before sunset, provided that  the  cemetery  receives
    11  two  hours  advance  notice.   In the event that a cemetery is unable to
    12  bury and inter the remains of a deceased human on the same day  as  such
    13  remains  arrive  at  such  cemetery,  as  required  by  the conscious or
    14  cultural community of which the deceased was a part, and such  inability
    15  is  the result of the large number of burials and interments still to be
    16  completed by the cemetery and/or the lack of sufficient staff to open  a
    17  grave  in  a  timely  manner,  the cemetery shall provide a log or other
    18  written proof thereof to a  representative  or  representatives  of  the
    19  deceased.  Nothing in this section shall be deemed to prohibit the impo-
    20  sition  of  additional fees for such expeditious burial and interment to
    21  compensate the operator of the cemetery for the reasonable and necessary
    22  additional expenses incurred by such operator, provided, that such addi-
    23  tional fees for labor shall be limited to one and  one-half  the  hourly
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     1  rate of wages paid to employees associated with the burial and interment
     2  from  the  time  opening a grave commences until one-half hour after the
     3  last person at the interment service has left the cemetery.
     4    §  2.  Cemeteries shall comply with the general business law as far as
     5  providing notice for annual meetings, and shall schedule meetings  which
     6  shall consider the cultural schedules of the various societies.
     7    §  3.  This  act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
     8  have become law.


