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STATE OF NEW YORK

1664

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 10, 2017

Introduced by Sen. AVELLA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Cities

AN ACT to anmend the general nunicipal law, in relation to requiring
witten request and review of proposed reductions in the |level of fire
services

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 204-d of the general municipal |law, as anended by
section 44 of part B of chapter 56 of the |aws of 2010, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

§ 204-d. Duties of the fire chief. (1) The fire chief of any fire
departnent or conpany shall, in addition to any other duties assigned to
him or her by law or contract, to the extent reasonably possible deter-
m ne or cause to be determ ned the cause of each fire or explosion which
the fire departnment or conpany has been called to suppress. He or she
shall file with the office of fire prevention and control a report
contai ning such determination and any additional information required by
such office regarding the fire or explosion. The report shall be in the
form designated by such office. He or she shall contact or cause to be
contacted the appropriate investigatory authority if he or she has
reason to believe the fire or explosion is of incendiary or suspicious
origin. For all fires that are suspected to have been ignited by a ciga-
rette, within fourteen days after conpleting the investigation into such
fire, the fire chief shall forward to the office of fire prevention and
control information detailing, to the extent possible: (a) the specific
brand and style of the cigarette suspected of having ignited such fire;
(b) whether the cigarette package was nmarked as required by subdivision
six of section one hundred fifty-six-c of the executive law, and (c) the
| ocati on and manner in which such cigarette was purchased.

(2) Reduction of fire services; prior approval required. a. The high-
est ranking fire official of any city with a population of over one
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hundred thousand people shall provide witten request wth supporting
docunentation prior to the permanent closing of any firehouse or the
permanent renoval or relocation of any fire fighting unit to the counci
nenbers, community boards and borough presidents whose districts are
served by such facility or unit and the chairperson of the council's
public safety conmttee or chairperson of the commttee with oversight
of fire services. For the purposes of this section, the term"pernmanent"
shall nean a tinme period in excess of six nonths.

b. The witten request, required by paragraph a of this subdivision,
shall include an environnental inpact statenent, which shall include but
shall not be linted to:

(i) current and projected response tines of the subject firehouse or
fire fighting unit., which shall nean the sum of dispatch tine and trave
tinme in response to a call directed to the facility or wunit, for the
area affected by closure, which nust include geographic and traffic
anal yses as they affect response tines;

(ii) current and projected allocation of resources, including staffing
levels, for the firehouses or fire fighting units in the district or
districts served by the facility or unit which is proposed to be cl osed.
renoved or relocated; and

(iii) distance of other firehouses or fire fighting units in the area
affected by closure.

c. The proposed closure, renoval or relocation shall be subject to a
thirty day review period by the council nenbers, conmmunity boards and
borough presidents whose districts are served by the subject firehouse
or fire fighting unit which shall commence upon receipt of the witten
request to council nenbers, community boards and borough presidents.

(i) If any or all of the affected council nenbers, comunity boards or

borough presidents support the proposal, the council wll be given a
thirty day period to review the proposal and a majority vote will be
required to approve the neasure;

(ii) If all of the affected council nenbers, community boards and
borough presidents oppose the proposal, the council will be given a
thirty day period to review the proposal and a two-thirds majority vote
will be required to approve the neasure

d. In the event that the permanent closing of any firehouse or the

permanent renoval or relocation of any fire fighting unit does not occur
within four nonths of the date of approval after review, in the nanner
provided by paragraph c¢ of this subdivision., the comm ssioner shal
issue another witten request with supporting docunentation prior to
such pernmanent closure, renpval or relocation, wth another review
procedure required as provided by paragraph c of this subdivision. The
four nonths during which the approval is effective shall be tolled for
any period in which a restraining order or injunction prohibiting the
closing of such facility or unit shall be in effect.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




