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STATE OF NEW YORK

1555

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 10, 2017

Introduced by Sen. AVELLA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Conmittee on Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to inmposing a noratorium
on the initiation of school closings in cities with a popul ation of
one mllion or nore

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraphs (a) and (f) of subdivision 2-a of section
2590-h of the education |law, as added by chapter 345 of the laws of
2009, are anmended to read as foll ows:

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision to the contrary, prepare an
educational inpact statenent regardi ng any proposed school <closing or
significant change in school utilization, including the phase-out, grade
reconfiguration, re-siting, or co-location of schools, for any public
school located within the city district; provided however that the chan-
cellor shall not be authorized to prepare or file an educational inpact
statement for any proposed school closing, school phase-out, grade
reconfiguration, re-siting or co-location of schools that would take
effect during the tw thousand eighteen--two thousand ni neteen schoo
year or the two thousand nineteen--two thousand twenty school year.

(f) In the event that the chancell or determ nes that a school closing
or significant change in school utilization is inmedi ately necessary for
the preservation of student health, safety or general welfare, the chan-
cellor nmay tenporarily close a public school or adopt a significant
change in the school's utilization on an emergency basis. Such energency
school closing or significant change in school utilization shall only
remain in effect for six nonths, during such tinme the chancell or shal
conply with the requirenents of this subdivision in order for such
school closure or significant change in school utilization to extend
beyond the six nmonth period; provided that any energency school closing
occurring during the two thousand ei ghteen--two thousand nineteen schoo
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year or the two thousand ni neteen--two thousand twenty school year shal
only remain in effect during such tine as absolutely necessary in order
to preserve student health, safety or general welfare.

8§ 2. Paragraph (h) of subdivision 1 of section 2590-g of the education
| aw, as added by chapter 345 of the |laws of 2009, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

(h) approve proposals for all school closures or significant changes
in school wutilization including the phase-out, grade reconfiguration,
re-siting, or co-location of schools, follow ng any hearing pursuant to
subdi vision two-a of section twenty-five hundred ninety-h of this arti-
cle,_ provided that the city board shall not approve any proposal for a
school closing, school phase-out, or grade reconfiguration that would
take effect during the two thousand eighteen--two thousand nineteen
school vyear or the two thousand nineteen--two thousand twenty schoo
year.

§ 3. Section 305 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 56 to read as foll ows:

56. The conm ssioner shall establish a school closure evaluation and
review conmttee, which shall review the inpacts relating to the nunber
of lowperformng schools that have been closed in the city schoo
district located in a city of one mllion or nore inhabitants including.
but not limted to, the inpact to student educational experience and
achievenent, and shall also consider whether alternative policies would
have a nore positive inpact on student achievenent. The conmmittee shal
include, but not be limted to, academ cians who study educationa
out cones, psychonetricians and education policy experts. The comm SSion-
er shall report the conmittee's findings to the chairs of the senate and
assenbly education conmmittees and the chair of the senate finance
conmttee and the chair of the assenbly ways and nmeans committee no
|later than Septenber thirtieth, tw thousand ni neteen.

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately; provided that the anend-
ments to sections 2590-h and 2590-g of the education |aw nade by
sections one and two of this act shall not affect the expiration of such
sections and shall expire and be deened repeal ed therewth.




