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STATE OF NEW YORK

1463-- A

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 9, 2017

Introduced by Sen. RITCH E -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Education -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted
to said committee

AN ACT to authorize the conm ssioner of agriculture and nmarkets to
create an annual award to recogni ze school staff involved in a farm
t o- school program or school garden

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The comnri ssioner of agriculture and markets is hereby
authorized and directed to create an award to be presented every year
hereafter in recognition of school staff that collectively devel oped an
exceptional farmto-school program or school garden at their place of
enpl oynent . The commissioner of agriculture and markets shall be
authorized to provide funds for this award only to the extent that an
appropriation is available for this act's specific purpose.

8§ 2. (a) Candidates can be nonmnated by their school's principal
their peers, or comunity nembers. The commi ssioner of agriculture and
markets is instructed to seek candidates with at least the qualities
prescribed in this section, though additional criteria not prescribed
here may be used when evaluating candidates. Wth respect to their
school's farmto-school programor school garden candi dates shoul d:

(i) denonstrate excellence in the field, guiding students of all back-
grounds and abilities to achieve excell ence;

(ii) ~consistently denonstrate a positive inmpact on student achieve-
ment ;

(iii) collaborate with coll eagues, students, and fanilies to create a
school culture of respect and success;

(iv) denonstrate |eadership and innovation in and outside of the
classroomwal I s that enbodies |ifelong I earning; and

(v) express thenselves in an engaging and articul ate way.
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(b) For each quality listed in subdivision (a) of this section,
specific exanples and data shall be provided on behalf of each group of
candi dates. However, primarily quantitative responses should not be
favored wher e guantitative data obscures qualitative information
concerni ng student experiences. Special consideration should be given to
those candidates that integrate |ocal or regional agricultural products
of any kind in to the classroom cafeteria, and curriculum or that have
founded school gardens or mni-farns.

8 3. Awards shall consist of a credit covering any tuition and fees
incurred subsequent to an awardee's enrollnment in any part of SUNY or

CUNY, if such enrollnent occurs. This <credit wll be capped at the
tuition and fees associated with a maxi mum of six credit hours.
8 4. Awards shall be given each year at the New York state fair in

consultation with the state fair's agriculture departnment, the director
of the state fair and the conm ssioner of education. The first such
award will be granted in the year follow ng the year of enactnent.

8 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.



