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STATE OF NEW YORK

1351

2017- 2018 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 9, 2017

I ntroduced by Sen. ALCANTARA -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on El ections

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to creating the "Help New
York Vote act" for reforming the New York city board of elections

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. This act may be known as and nmay be cited as the "Hel p New
York Vote act".

8 2. Subdivisions 3 and 4 of section 3-200 of the election |aw, subdi-
vision 4 as anmended by chapter 195 of the |aws of 2003, are anended and
t hree new subdivisions 8, 9 and 10 are added to read as foll ows:

3. In the city of New York the board shall consist of [ten] five
conmi ssi oners of election who shall be registered voters in the county
for which they are appointed [anrd—hey]. Two shall be appointed by the
speaker of the city council of the city of New York, tw shall be
appointed by the New York city mayor and one shall be appointed jointly
by the speaker of the city council of the city of New York and the New
York city mayor. | lssi i

—] The two nenbers appointed by the speaker of
the city council of the city of New York shall not be reqgistered in the
sane political party. The two nenbers appointed by the New York city
nmayor shall not be registered in the sane political party. The nenber
appointed jointly by the speaker of the city council of the city of New
York and the New York city mayor shall serve as the chairperson, and
shall be registered to a different political party than the nenber
previously appointed jointly by the speaker of the city council of the
city of New York and the New York city nayor.

4. No person shall be appointed as el ection conm ssioner or continue
to hold office who is not a registered voter in the county and not an
enrol l ed menber of the party recomendi ng his appoi ntnment, or who holds
any other public office, except that of comm ssioner of deeds, notary
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public, village officer, city or town justice, |
ki | ] or trustee or officer of a school

district outside of a city. No person shall be appointed as election
conm ssioner in the city of New York who is an officer in a politica
party., enployee of the city of New York or an agency thereof, is a
| obbyist required to file a statenent of registration or be enployed by
a | obbyist.

8. An election commissioner in the city of New York shall not partic-
ipate in any capacity in a canpaign by a candidate for nom nation for
election or election to the office of mayor, conptroller, borough presi-
dent or nenber of the city council

9. An election conmissioner in the city of New York shall not nake
financial contributions to any candidate for any public office in the
city of New York

10. An election conm ssioner in the city of New York shall be renoved
for cause and upon notice and hearing.

8§ 3. Subdivision 1 of section 3-202 of the election |law is anmended to
read as foll ows:

1. The termof office of an election conm ssioner shall be two years
begi nning January first of each odd nunmbered year except that in the
city of New York the termshall be three years and the county of Sche-
nectady the termshall be four years beginning on January first of each
alternate odd nunbered year. The county | egislative body of any other
county nay determne that the commissioners of elections thereafter
appoi nted shall serve for a termof four years. Such determnation nmay
be rescinded by a subsequent action of the county |egislative body which
shall take effect at the expiration of the terns of the commi ssioners
then in office. Election conm ssioners in the city of New York shal
not serve nore than four terns.

8 4. Subdivisions 1 and 4 of section 3-204 of the election |aw, subdi-
vision 4 as anended by chapter 116 of the |laws of 2010, are amended and
a new subdivision 6 is added to read as foll ows:

1. At least thirty days before the first day of January of any year in
whi ch a conmi ssioner of elections is to be appointed, the chairman or
secretary of the appropriate party county committee shall file a certif-
icate of party recomendation with the clerk of the appropriate |oca
| egi slative body. This subdivision shall not apply to the city of New
Yor k.

4. Conmi ssioners of election shall be appointed by the county I egisla-
tive body, or in the city of New York, by the speaker of the city coun-
cil and the New York city mayor. Provided, however, that if a |egisla-
tive body shall fail to appoint any person recomended by a party for
appoi ntment as a comni ssioner pursuant to this section, wthin thirty
days after the filing of a certificate of recomendation with such
| egi slative body, then the nenbers of such legislative body who are
menbers of the political party which filed such certificate may appoi nt
such person. And further provided, if there are no nenbers of the |egis-
| ati ve body who are nenbers of the political party which filed such
certificate, the appointnment shall take effect upon the expiration of
thirty days fromthe date that the certificate was filed. If none of the
persons nanmed in any of the certificates filed by a party are so
appointed within sixty days after the filing of any such certificate,
then such party may file another certificate within thirty days after
the expiration of any such sixty day period recomrending a different
person for such appointnent. If a party fails to file a certificate
within the time prescribed by this section, the nmenbers of the |egisla-
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tive body who are nenbers of such party nay appoint any eligible person
to such office.

6. If at any time a vacancy occurs in the New York city board of
elections, the position shall be filled in the sanme manner as the
original appointnment, as established in subdivision three of section
3-200 of this article.

§ 5. Subdivision 5 of section 3-212 of the election law is anended to
read as foll ows:

5. The board of elections of the city of New York[ —uper—the—att+ra—

politicalpartiesentitled to representationonthe board] shall devel ap
a conputer database to be accessible to the public which shall contain
the nanmes, legal addresses and voting locations of all eligible voting
residents in an election district.

8 6. Subdivision 3 of section 4-120 of the election |law, as amended by
chapter 359 of the laws of 1989, is amended to read as foll ows:

3. The board of elections of the city of New York shall publish on the
[elghth] thirtieth day before and the day before each general election
in at | east two newspapers in such city, a notice, at |east one-half
page in size, in English and such other |anguages as such board deens
appropriate, which sets forth the dates and hours of the election and
the phone nunber to call for information about the location of polling
pl aces, their accessibility to the handi capped, applications for absen-
tee ballots and any other subjects which such board deens appropriate.
The board of elections of the city of New York shall electronically
notify voters of such information where electronic nmail addresses are
available.

8§ 7. This act shall take effect January 1, 2018.




