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          opment and Small Business

        AN ACT to amend the economic development law, in relation to the  estab-
          lishment  of  the  New  York  state  task  force  on  health care cost
          reduction through entrepreneurial innovation

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section  1.  The  economic  development law is amended by adding a new
     2  section 139 to read as follows:
     3    § 139. New York state task force on health care cost reduction through
     4  entrepreneurial innovation. 1. The legislature finds that  opportunities
     5  exist  to  improve  health care delivery, and health through nonsurgical
     6  and non-pharmacological means by encouraging cooperation of health  care
     7  providers,  manufacturers,  service providers, researchers and engineers
     8  to develop innovative solutions. By developing products  that  help  our
     9  seniors stay in their homes longer, people on special diets get the food
    10  that  they  need at a cost they can afford, or enabling remote emergency
    11  workers to respond more effectively, ultimately, health care  costs  are
    12  reduced.  Therefore, the legislature establishes the New York state task
    13  force on health care cost reduction through  entrepreneurial  innovation
    14  in  order  to  develop a comprehensive statewide plan for development of
    15  industries that deliver products and services  to  reduce  the  cost  of
    16  health  care  while  creating  jobs  and  stimulating  economic activity
    17  throughout the state.
    18    2. The department, in cooperation with the department of health, shall
    19  establish a task force to undertake an assessment of conditions that are
    20  treated in the health care system where costs are lowered through use of
    21  currently available or new products or services and develop a  plan  for
    22  New  York state public, not-for-profit and private health care providers
    23  to work together with innovative service and manufacturing businesses to
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     1  develop and promote the use of innovative  products  and  services  that
     2  lower  health  care  cost  while  improving  health  care  outcomes  for
     3  patients, caregivers and communities.  The  task  force  shall  issue  a
     4  preliminary  report  to  the  governor  and legislature of its findings,
     5  conclusions, and recommendations within ninety days after the  effective
     6  date  of  this  section and a final report of its findings, conclusions,
     7  and recommendations no later than  one  hundred  fifty  days  after  the
     8  effective  date of this section. The New York state task force on health
     9  care cost reduction  through  entrepreneurial  innovation  report  shall
    10  include, but not be limited to, the following:
    11    (a)  An  inventory  of  targeted  health  care  conditions  for a cost
    12  reduction plan and the related products and/or services to be developed,
    13  such as:
    14    (i) products that meet the needs of special diets, such as  for  those
    15  with food allergies, celiac disease and lactose intolerance;
    16    (ii)  products  used in the workplace to prevent injuries from repeti-
    17  tive stress, burns or falls;
    18    (iii) products used  in  rehabilitation  and  recovery  from  surgical
    19  procedures or injury;
    20    (iv) products used to allow homes to be accessible to the disabled, or
    21  to allow seniors to age in place;
    22    (v) products for improving emergency or first responder services; and
    23    (vi) products to provide for efficient and effective remote or virtual
    24  and  electronically  enabled remote health care, including locator tech-
    25  nology.
    26    (b) An inventory of New York state's current industries and  resources
    27  that provide products and services related to health care cost reduction
    28  plans  as well as currently unmet needs, showing geographic and industry
    29  based strengths and weaknesses. Particular attention shall be  given  to
    30  the  current and future opportunities for small and emerging manufactur-
    31  ing and technology business throughout New York state  as  well  as  the
    32  relevant  specialized  research  and  development  capabilities  of  the
    33  state's universities and colleges.
    34    (c) Recommendations for  development  of  products  and  services  and
    35  accompanying benchmarks, timelines and goals that can be implemented and
    36  promoted  by  the department while working with stakeholders, including,
    37  but not limited to, businesses, research  institutions,  state  agencies
    38  and  authorities,  industry  and  trade  groups, and local, regional and
    39  statewide healthcare providers.
    40    (d) In order to achieve these goals, the task force  may  hold  public
    41  hearings,  and shall have the powers of a legislative committee pursuant
    42  to the legislative law.
    43    (e) To the maximum extent feasible, the task force shall  be  entitled
    44  to  request  and  receive  and  shall  utilize and be provided with such
    45  facilities, resources, and data  of  any  department,  division,  board,
    46  bureau,  commission, or agency of the state or any political subdivision
    47  thereof as it may reasonably request to carry out  properly  its  powers
    48  and duties pursuant to this section. The task force may use resources of
    49  the department as it may deem necessary for the performance of its func-
    50  tions.
    51    3.  New  York  state  task force on health care cost reduction through
    52  entrepreneurial innovation shall be  composed  of  nineteen  members  as
    53  follows:
    54    (a)  Two ex-officio members, who may designate a representative to act
    55  on his or her behalf:
    56    (i) The commissioner of the department of economic development; and
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     1    (ii) The commissioner of the department of health.
     2    (b)  Five members appointed by the governor, four members appointed by
     3  the temporary president of the senate, four  members  appointed  by  the
     4  speaker of the assembly, two members appointed by the minority leader of
     5  the  senate  and  two  members  appointed  by the minority leader of the
     6  assembly. Such members shall be leaders in the relevant areas of  health
     7  service  delivery, advanced manufacturing, research and development, new
     8  product development and commercialization. The governor shall  designate
     9  a chairperson of the task force. Vacancies in the membership of the task
    10  force shall be filled in the manner provided for original appointments.
    11    (c)  Appointing authorities shall appoint members of the task force on
    12  or before thirty days after the effective date of this section  and  the
    13  task  force  shall  convene  its  first meeting on or before thirty days
    14  thereafter.
    15    4. Notwithstanding the  provisions  of  section  seventy-four  of  the
    16  public  officers law, section eight hundred six of the general municipal
    17  law or any other provision of law, membership on the commission  of  any
    18  state  or  municipal  officer  or  employee  shall  not  constitute  the
    19  violation of any code of ethics or a conflict of interest.  The  members
    20  of  the task force shall receive no compensation for their services, but
    21  shall be allowed their actual and necessary  expenses  incurred  in  the
    22  performance of their duties pursuant to this section.
    23    §  2.  This  act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
    24  have become a law.


